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New engineering equipment to be
used in high-impact projects: AFP

MANILA -- The new-
ly-turned over engi-
neering equipment to
the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP)
will be utilized for the
construction of high-
impact projects like
farm-to-market roads
and repairs of dam-
aged infrastructures
during calamities.

"The engineering
equipment is what we
term as 'instruments of
peace'. This will trans-
late to more, and imme-
diate services to the Fil-
ipinos through delivery
of high-impact projects
like farm-to-market
roads and repairs dur-
ing calamities which
our country is prone to,"
AFP public affairs office
chief, Col. Noel Deto-
yato said in a message
to the Philippine News
Agency, when asked
how the military plans
to use this engineering
equipment.

Some of the 248 units
of engineering equip-
ment with a total contract
price of PHP1.56 billion
include telescopic cra-

nes, tracked dozers, road
graders, scoop loaders,
backhoe loaders, road
rollers, transit mixers,
dump trucks, and water
lorries.

"This is a promise
made more precise
because it is res-
ponsive since the
equipment will be pre-
deployed to all our en-
gineer units who are in
the front-lines with our
soldiers who are also
serving as a bridge of
government services,"
Detoyato added.

The supply and de-
livery of the engineering
equipment is under Hori-
zon 2 of the AFP Modern-
ization Program, which
was completed on Feb.
12, 2019.

The first batch, con-
sisting of 114 units of
equipment, was deliv-
ered to Camp Pintoy, Ili-
gan City while the sec-
ond batch of 134 units
was delivered to Camp
Aguinaldo, in Quezon
City; Villamor Air Base,
Pasay City and Bonifa-
cio Naval Station, Tagu-
ig City.

Department of Na-
tional Defense (DND)
Undersecretary Cardozo
Luna, who was the guest-
of-honor and speaker,
represented Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na. The event was also
attended by AFP chief-of-
staff, Gen. Benjamin
Madrigal Jr. and the mili-
tary's deputy chief-of-staff
for logistics, Maj. Gen. Pio
Q. Diñoso III.

"On behalf of the Sec-
retary of National De-
fense, I am pleased to
welcome you all to the
symbolic turn-over cere-
mony of the 248 units
of AFP engineering
equipment acquired
from Polytechnologies
of the People's Repub-
lic of China intended for
the rehabilitation of Ma-
rawi City and nearby af-
fected areas," he added.

Luna said the vari-
ous engineering
equipment shall be
used for humanitarian
aid/disaster relief ope-
rations and other de-
velopment programs of
the national govern-
ment. (PNA)

MANILA -- The Na-
tional Capital Region
Police Office (NCRPO)
is all set to secure the
metropolis as the cam-
paign period for local
candidates begins on
Friday.

NCRPO Director, Maj.
Gen. Guillermo Eleazar,
said a total of 14,000 po-
lice personnel will be de-
ployed in Metro Manila.

He also ordered all
district directors to in-
tensify police opera-
tions against private
armed groups, criminal
gangs, wanted per-
sons, gun-for-hire
groups and loose fire-
arms.

The order covers
the Manila Police Dis-
trict (MPD), Quezon City
Police District (QCPD),
Northern Police District
(NPD), Southern Police
District (SPD), and the
Eastern Police District

NCRPO all set to secure
local bets' campaign

(EPD).
“We will also in-

crease the frequency of
checkpoints in the me-
tropolis to help deter
criminal minds in exe-
cuting their evil de-
signs. I have strict or-
ders to our command-
ers in the field to ob-
serve proper proce-
dures and profession-
alism when conducting
the checkpoints,” Elea-
zar said.

He said the public
may report discourte-
ous and abusive police
personnel to the near-
est police station or at
the NCRPO.

“I ask the public to
be patient and under-
standing, as our secu-
rity activities are for the
good of everybody,”
Eleazar said.

Eleazar said the
start of the campaign
period also triggered

strict additional rules
set by the Commission
on Elections
(Comelec).

"For the campaign
period for local candi-
dates, prohibited acts
include appointment/
hiring of new employ-
ees, creation of new
positions, salary in-
creases, and release/
disbursement of public
funds, among others,"
Eleazar said.

"(These) restric-
tions are in addition to
certain acts already
prohibited during the
election period which
include the gun ban
and use of security per-
sonnel and/or body-
guards by those seek-
ing positions unless
authorized by the poll
body, among others,"
he added.

The gun ban is in
effect from January 13

to June 12.
The NCRPO direc-

tor also called on all
police officers to be
non-partisan in han-
dling political cases.

“I am reminding the
local candidates to
properly coordinate
with the authorities con-
cerned to secure nec-
essary permits for their
political rallies and mit-
ings de avance. The prop-
er permits and clear-
ances will pave the way
for a more secure and
orderly gathering for
candidates, audiences
and the entire neighbor-
hood," he said.

The campaign peri-
od for local candidates,
such as governors,
mayors, vice mayors
and members of the
House of Representa-
tives will last from
March 29 to May 11.
(PNA)
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Esperon formally wrote to

the European Union (EU)

to "immediately cease" its

funding being funnelled to

groups acting as legal

fronts of the Communist

Party of the Philippines-

New People's Army.

In a letter to Gilles De

Kerchove, EU Counter-

Terrorism Coordinator dat-

ed March 26, Esperon said

EU funds are being used

to sustain terrorist activi-

ties of the longest existing

communist terrorist orga-

nization in the world — the

CPP-NPA — which is list-

ed as a terrorist group by

both the United States and

the EU.

Esperon underscored

that the funds are being

used "to propagate terror-

ism" through international

alliances and networks,

and are utilized to finance

terrorist front organiza-

tions to recruit, traffic, and

exploit children to become

PH formally requests EU to cease
funding CPP-NPA ‘fronts’

child warriors.

He added that EU

funds are also being used

"to recruit and exploit vul-

nerable sectors such as

indigenous people (IP), the

systematic destruction of

the latter's culture and val-

ue system, and the mur-

der of their leaders."

Propagating terror-

ism

Esperon said the CPP-

NPA has successfully es-

tablished international alli-

ances in different parts of

the world through its front

organizations purportedly

to address social ills afflict-

ing the society.

As admitted in the

CPP's publication entitled

"Constitution and Program:

Communist Party of the

Philippines, 2016," Esper-

on said the group has al-

ready created its networks

while boasting a strategy

that includes armed strug-

gle and the use of pro-

gressive alliances.

"Their former commu-

nist members knew very

well that the CPP-NPA is

using front organizations,

which are symbolically

functioning in accordance

with the same objectives

and methods through vio-

lence," he said.

Exploiting children

In the letter, Esperon

l is ted three Belg ian

NGOs which have "indi-

rect ly and unwit t ingly

partnered" with various

NGOs in the Philippines

that act as legal fronts

of the CPP-NPA, namely

the SOLIDAGRO, Viva

Salud, and KIYO.

Among the l is ted

Philippine NGOs were

the Alternative Learning

Center for Agricultural

and Livelihood Develop-

ment (ALCADEV); IBON

Foundation; Karapatan;

Mindanao Interfaith Ser-

vices Foundation, Inc.;

the Rural Missionaries

of the Philippines; the

Salugpungan Ta'tanu Ig-

kanugon Communi ty

Learning Center, Inc.;

the All iance of Health

Workers; the Kilusang

Mayo Uno; Gabriela; and

ACT.

Esperon said the AL-

CADEV and Salugpungan

are identified as CPP-NPA

alternative learning cen-

ters and schools.

"It is appalling that

these entities are used to

radicalize children with the

end view of turning them

into child warriors and fu-

ture leaders of the CPP-

NPA communist-terrorist

groups," the letter reads.

These learning insti-

tutions were found to be

fi l led with books pub-

lished by IBON Founda-

t ion,  which contents

"clearly show that it is

intended to radical ize

students by urging them

to be grievously critical

to the government."

"The IBON books at-

tempt to inculcate in the

minds of the students

fabricated and unfound-

ed claims that the gov-

ernment is remiss in its

obligation to its citizen-

ry," he added.

Recruiting IPs

The official said the

CPP-NPA also recruits

people from the vulnera-

ble sector such as peas-

ants, fishermen, and IPs,

among others.

"Through these front

organizations, the CPP-

NPA is able to solicit and

exploit funds from coun-

tries in the EU and the EU

itself to support legitimate

projects that are made to

appear as aiding the poor,"

he noted.

Esperon bared that

60 percent of the fund-

ing received by the Fili-

pino NGOs are diverted

to the NPA through their

"triple or multiple fund-

ing scheme."

The scheme is said to

be implemented by simul-

taneously submitting a sin-

gle proposal to different

countries.

"Countries or funding

agencies who have given

their seal of approval are

unaware that they are

funding a particular

project, which had already

been funded by other

countries or funding agen-

cies.

As a result, a single

project receives double

funding, Esperon said,

hence the front organiza-

tions can easily clear and

liquidate the use of the

solicited money when au-

dited.

To date, holdings on

these schemes are

based on reports but

Esperon said pieces of

evidence are being con-

solidated to be provided

to EU as soon as com-

pleted.

DFA concurrence

In an official communi-

cation dated March 27,

Foreign Affairs Secretary

Teodoro Locsin, Jr. con-

curred with the calls to im-

mediately stop the funds

flowing to local groups

fronting for the CPP-NPA.

Locsin affixed a por-

tion of the Philippine state-

ment that he delivered at

the Ministerial Segment of

the 62nd Session of the

Commission on Narcotics

and Drugs held in Vienna,

Austria last March 14.

“Communists had a

chance to be part  of a real

freedom struggle but they

rejected as not in their style

the peaceful Philippine

people power revolution

whose victory ignited the

liberation of the Soviet bloc

and spelled the doom of

every Cold War fascist

dictatorship in the Free

World,” Locsin speech

read.

“In this endeavor, EU

NGOs support a cause

unquestionably lethal but

totally unredeemed by any

prospect of success.

Their generous contribu-

tions promise at best the

prospect of a small and

ragged parade under a

cracked marble arch to the

strains of a broken Halle-

lujah. As always, the Phil-

ippines fights its battles

alone; it needs no help; it

fears no opposition from

any quarter; but it wouldn’t

mind a little.”

Terrorism funding

illegal

Michel Goffin, Belgian

Ambassador to the Philip-

pines, during Thursday’s

turnover of documents,

said EU and Belgium con-

sider it illegal to fund ter-

rorism,  whether directly

or indirectly.

Louis Dey, Programme

Manager on Governance

(Human Security & Jus-

tice), accepted a copy of

the documents for the EU.

(PR/PNA)


