ISSN: 2545-9449

PATAS AT MAKATARUNGANG PAHAYAGAN

YOUR NATIONAL NEWSPAPER

Taon 10

Blg. 19

ABRIL 22-28, 2019

' No Filipino hurt in Sri
Lanka bombings: DFA

MANILA -- No Filipino was among the casualties in the
string of suicide bombings in Sri Lanka that killed scores of
people on Easter Sunday, the Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) reported.

The DFA said Philippine Honorary Consul to Colombo, Hugh
Sriyal Dissanayake, informed the agency that he is in touch with
the Filipino community in the area.

"The community leaders reported that so far, there has been
no report of any Filipino hurt in the explosions," it said.

The explosions occurred at the St. Sebastian’s Church
in Negombo, a city about 20 miles north of Colombo; the St.
Anthony’s Shrine in Colombo; and Zion Church in the east-
ern city of Batticaloa during an Easter Sunday service.

Explosions were also initially reported at three hotels in Co-
lombo: the Shangri-La, the Cinnamon Grand, and the Kingsbury.
Ruwan Gunasekera, a police spokesman in the South Asian coun-
try, was cited as saying that more than 200 people were killed and
450 others injured by the large-scale suicide bombings.

The Embassy, for its part, continues to monitor the situ-
ation and assures readiness to provide any assistance Fil-
ipinos in the area may need.

On Sunday night, the DFA expressed sympathies to the
Sri Lankan people and the bereaved kins of the victims.

"The Department of Foreign Affairs extends its condo-
lences to the families of the fatalities from the multiple bomb-
ings at churches and hotels in Sri Lanka today," the agency
said. (PNA)
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MANILA -- The Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP) on Sunday
said the traditional observance of

this year’s Holy week has
been generally peaceful
except for the blast that oc-
curred at the Davao City

Police Office (DCPO) last Satur-

day.

“Yes, observance of
Holy Week is generally
peaceful,” PNP spokesper-
son, Col. Bernard Banac
told the Philippine News
Agency.

Banac attributed the
peaceful observance of
Holy Week to the strict im-
plementation of the “Oplan
Ligtas Sumvac 2019”, the
nationwide-coordinated po-
lice operations that aim to
provide security during the
Lenten season and sum-
mer vacation.

“Deployment of person-
nel will focus now on termi-
nals as activities and move-
ment of the traveling public
will be more in these areas,"
Banac said.

Banac reiterated his ap-
peal to travelers, including
those using their own vehi-
cles, to take extra precau-
tion by observing traffic rules

and speed limits to prevent
vehicular accidents.

He also advised com-
muters to avoid wearing ex-
pensive jewelry and to look
after their belongings and
constantly check them.

Meanwhile, Col. Alex-
ander Tagum, DCPO direc-
tor, on Sunday said the
cause of the explosion is
still under investigation, as
he urged everyone not to
speculate on the cause of
the incident.

“We can’t speculate on
what was exploded be-
cause presently, a post-
blast investigation was
conducted by the EOD
Team led by Major Garcia
of Police Regional Office
11 that supervises the
accounting and readership
operation inside the stock
room of DCPQ’s EOD unit,”
Tagum said.

PNP chief Gen. Oscar
Albayalde earlier said the
PNP has deployed 91,000
cops nationwide “for route
security target hardening,
and security operations in
places of convergence and
transportation hubs”. (PNA)

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,

and He will flee from you.” - James 4:7



