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PrPrPrPrPraaaaayyyyyer fer fer fer fer for Healor Healor Healor Healor Healinginginginging
JESUJESUJESUJESUJESUSSSSS, may Your pure and healthy blood

circulate in my ailing organism, and may Your
pure and healthy body transform my weak
body, and may a healthy and vigorous life

throb within me, if it is truly Your holy will.
Amen.

O BLOOD AND WATER WHICH
FLOWED OUT FROM THE HEART OF

JESUS AS A FOUNTAIN OF MERCY FOR
US, I TRUST IN YOU!

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immortal One, Have Mercy on us

and on the whole world. Amen.

3 O’CLOCK PRAYER
“You died Jesus, but the source of life flowed out

for souls and the ocean of mercy opened up for

the whole world. O Fountain of Life immeasurable

Divine Mercy, cover the whole world and empty

Yourself out upon us.”

“O Blood and Water which flowed out from the

heart of Jesus as a Fountain of Mercy for us, I

trust in you!”

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One

have mercy on us and on the whole world.” (3x)

Amen.

Jesus, King of Mercy, I trust in you!

Envisioning a relevant, responsive,
reliable House of the people

MANILA -- The House of

Representatives for the

18th Congress has set its

vision to become a real

“House of the people” that

is bent on prioritizing key

measures that would help

provide Filipinos with a safe

and comfortable life.

Upon taking the cham-

ber’s helm, Speaker Alan

Peter Cayetano vowed to

make the House “relevant,

responsive, and reliable” by

changing negative percep-

tions and restoring the

waning trust of the public.

“Let us do what is right.

People love their congress-

men, but they love to hate

Congress. This is some-

thing I ask all of you: In uni-

son, let us change that be-

cause this is the ‘House of

the People’,” he said in his

speech after being sworn in

as the nation’s 22nd Speak-

er.

Cayetano emerged vic-

torious in a tight speaker-

ship battle with major con-

tenders, such as Marindu-

que Rep. Lord Allan Velas-

co, Leyte Rep. Martin Ro-

mualdez, Davao del Norte

Rep. and former Speaker

Pantaleon Alvarez, and even

Davao City Rep. and presi-

dential son Paolo Duterte.

However, the top position

of power in the House comes

with a price as Cayetano must

honor a 15-21 term-sharing

deal with Velasco.

Under the term-sharing

agreement brokered by

President Rodrigo Duterte

on July 22, Cayetano would

hold the post for 15 months,

or up to October next year,

after which Velasco takes

over for the final 21 months.

With already five months

in, the incumbent Speaker

has so far displayed stellar

performance as made evi-

dent in his high trust and

approval ratings that reflect

restoring public trust in

Congress.

House Majority Leader

Martin Romualdez noted

that for the first time ever, a

Speaker of the House re-

ceived an 80-percent trust

rating and 76-percent ap-

proval rating in the latest

survey of Pulse Asia con-

ducted in December.

“I share the belief of the

majority of our people that

the House of Representa-

tives did a marvelous job in

its First Regular Session.

Our people have spoken.

They are in approval of and

satisfied with the perfor-

mance of their congress-

men under the leadership

of Speaker Alan Peter Cay-

etano,” Romualdez said. “I

am elated that Filipinos are

now appreciative of the

hard work exerted by their

representatives in Con-

gress. They have seen how

congressmen rolled up

their sleeves and buckled

down to work from the first

day of the 18th Congress.”

Romualdez, who chairs

the House Committee on

Rules, said the chamber pro-

cessed a total of 900 mea-

sures in 32 session days -- or

an average of 28 measures

per day -- as a commitment to

deliver the legislative agenda

of President Duterte.

Among the priority mea-

sures were the postpone-

ment of the May 2020 baran-

gay and Sangguniang Ka-

bataan elections to Decem-

ber 2020 and the establish-

ment of Malasakit Centers

as one-stop shops for finan-

cial and medical assis-

tance, both of which had

been signed into law.

Romualdez highlighted

that the record time approv-

al of the proposed 2020

PHP4.1-trill ion national

budget was one of the ma-

jor achievements of the

House for the first regular

session of the 18th Con-

gress.

“We were able to steer

the approval of the 2020

national budget in record

time through creative initia-

tives never before experi-

enced in the House of Rep-

resentatives,” he said.

“Committee hearings for

the budgets of various de-

partments and offices were

held simultaneously, from

day to night, Monday to Fri-

day.”

To avert another scenar-

io of a reenacted budget,

senators and congress-

men comprising the bicam-

eral conference committee

approved on December 11

the final version of the 2020

national budget.

The national govern-

ment was forced to operate

under a reenacted 2018

budget from January to mid-

April this year because of

the Senate and the House’s

squabble over supposed

insertions and realign-

ments made by some law-

makers in the PHP3.757-

trillion budget for 2019.

Vital tax measures were

also approved on final read-

ing by the lower chamber, such

as the bill amending the For-

eign Investment Act of 1991,

the Passive Income and Fi-

nancial Intermediary Taxation

Act (PIFITA), and the Corporate

Income Tax and Incentive Ra-

tionalization Act (CITIRA).

Meanwhile, another tax

proposal that seeks to in-

crease the tax on electronic cig-

arettes and impose higher

duties as contained in the

Package 2 Plus B of the Com-

prehensive Tax Reform Pro-

gram, is up for the President’s

signature.

“These bills are important

parcels of the Comprehensive

Tax Reform Program that is re-

quired to help reach the A Cred-

it Rating goal of the Duterte

administration,” Romualdez

said.

He attributed the House’s

productivity to both the majori-

ty and the minority’s “tough

work ethic in doing their jobs

creditably,” underscoring that

“democracy” is at work in the

chamber.

“Your congressmen, both

from the majority and the mi-

nority, worked feverishly in the

committee and plenary levels

just to get the job done on time.

The minority congressmen

were given almost 80 percent

of the total time allotted in ple-

nary for interpellation,” Ro-

mualdez said. “With democ-

racy at work in the House, we

manage to craft a national

budget that is truly a collabo-

rative product of hard-working

legislators. No pork, no park-

ing, and no delay. With the swift

approval of the 2020 budget,

we are confident that we will

meet the country’s economic

target of 6.5 percent to 7.5 per-

cent growth for this year up to

2020.”

Other bills approved on

third and final reading in-

clude proposals that would

benefit public sector work-

ers, particularly the pro-

posed Salary Standardiza-

tion Law 5 and the lowering

of the optional retirement

age of government employ-

ees to 56 years old.

Perfect vision for 2020

Cayetano noted that the

year ahead represents a

“perfect vision” towards the

House’s goal of uplifting the

lives of Filipinos, which is

the core of most of the pri-

ority legislative measures.

“What we can do is focus

on things that matter. Arts,

sports, culture are always part

of education. (These) teach us

hard work, discipline, team-

work, so there are things that

we can really do,” Cayetano

said. “Kung ano man ang ila-

gay natin sa edukasyon, sa

health, sa peace and order, sa

defense, hindi naman

masasayang yun (Whatever

we put and allocate for educa-

tion, health, peace and order,

defense, would not be wast-

ed).”

Romualdez said for 2020,

the House would pass impor-

tant measures, such as the

creation of new departments -

- a Department of Filipinos

Overseas and Foreign Em-

ployment and a Department of

Disaster and Resilience -- as

well as the bill allowing the De-

partment of Health to set and

approve the bed capacity of its

retained hospitals nationwide.

“Our focus right now is to

work hard in legislation and

pass all the measures need-

ed to improve the living condi-

tion of our people. That is the

marching order from the Pres-

ident,” he said. “We are busy

with our work, and we intend

to keep it that way. We all have

roles to play, and we are just

glad to be given the opportuni-

ty to serve.” (PNA)


