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PH sovereignty was lost in ‘onerous’ water deals: PRRD

MANILA -- The Phil-
ippines “lost” its sover-
eignty when the govern-
ment entered into al-
leged onerous water
concession agree-
ments with Maynilad
Water Services Inc. and
Manila Water Co., Pres-
ident Rodrigo Duterte
said on Thursday night.

Duterte lashed out
anew over the deals
made between state
regulator Metropolitan

Waterworks and Sew-
erage System (MWSS)
and the two water con-
cessionaires in 1997,
which were disadvan-
tageous to the govern-
ment and the public.
“Alam mo 'yung
contracts, 'pag nabasa
mo (You know the con-
tracts, if you read them),
our country surren-
dered everything to Ma-
nila Water and May-
nilad. Everything includ-

ing the sovereignty,”
Duterte said in a situa-
tion briefing he presid-
ed over in Legazpi City.

“We have lost the
sovereignty. We bar-
gained it away,” he
added.

The President said
that the owners of the two
water concessionaires
allegedly have commit-
ted “economic plunder”
by making the govern-
ment pay them billions of

PH labor market ‘vibrant’
under Duterte admin: Palace

MANILA -- Mala-
cafiang described the Phil-
ippine labor market under
the Duterte administration
as “vibrant” after a report
from the Philippine Statis-
tics Authority (PSA)
showed that more Filipinos
were employed in October
this year.

The result of the PSA's
latest Labor Force Survey
(LFS) found that the em-
ployment rate was estimat-
ed at 95.5 percent in Oc-
tober, higher than 94.9
percent in the same month
last year while the unem-
ployment rate declined to
a 14-year low at 4.5 per-
cent from the 5.1 percent
recorded in October 2018.

Underemployment, or
having part-time jobs,
dropped to 13 percent from
13.3 percent in 2018.

PSA said unemploy-
ment and underemploy-
ment rates in October were
the lowest since 2005, the
year that the employment
metrics were adopted.

“The Philippine labor
market under the adminis-
tration of President Rodri-
go Roa Duterte has be-
come vibrant with an esti-
mated 95.5 percent em-
ployment rate,” Panelo said
in a statement on Thurs-
day.

Citing the Department
of Labor and Employment
(DOLE), Panelo attributed
the positive development
to vibrant wholesale and
retail trade, transportation
and storage, construction,
education, accommodation
and food service activi-
ties, and public administra-
tion and defense, and ag-
riculture, particularly fish-
ing and aquaculture.

Panelo noted that eco-
nomic growth has become
“robust, sustainable, and

inclusive” due to Duterte’s
independent foreign policy
direction which allowed
more foreign direct invest-
ments and ultimately pro-
vided Filipinos with more
jobs.

He also assured that
the government would
provide better knowledge
and skills training to the
public as part of efforts to
strengthen the labor mar-
ket.

“As our domestic
economy continues its up-
ward trajectory, the Filipi-
no people are assured that
the Duterte administration
will continue to strength-
en the labor market with
better knowledge and
skills training to our people
to equip them with tools for
various kind of jobs that
are in demand at present

and in the near future,”
Panelo said.

Meanwhile, Panelo
also welcomed how com-
mitted investments regis-
tered with the Board of In-
vestments (BOI) breached
its PHP1-trillion 2019 in-
vestment target as of Oc-
tober.

Trade Secretary and
BOI Chair Ramon Lopez
said the biggest investment
approved by BOI in Octo-
ber was that of the Dito
Telecommunity Corp., for-
merly Mislatel Consortium,
the country’s third major
telecommunications ser-
vice provider.

Aside from telecom-
munications, investments
in energy and manufactur-
ing added to the increase
in investments to some
PHP1.1 trillion. (PNA)

‘Tisoy' crop damage
reaches P2-B mark

MANILA -- More than PHP2 billion worth of
crops in five regions were damaged due to Ty-

phoon Tisoy.

In its 6 a.m. update on Friday, the National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Coun-
cil (NDRRMC) said crop damage reached
PHP2,096,564,965.50 in the Central Luzon, Cal-
abarzon, Mimaropa, Bicol, and Eastern Visayas

regions.

The report signed and released by NDRRMC
executive director Ricardo Jalad, said damaged
were rice, corn, and high-value crop plantations,
as well as fishery, livestock, and agriculture infra-

structure.

Houses damaged by "Tisoy" were placed at
78,691, of which 10,765 were destroyed and
67,935 were damaged, in Calabarzon, Mimaro-
pa, Bicol, and Eastern Visayas and Caraga.

The number of schools damaged was placed
at 2,193 and these were recorded in the Cordille-
ra, Caraga, llocos, Central Luzon, Calabarzon,
Mimaropa, Bicol, Western Visayas, and Eastern

Visayas regions. (PNA)

pesos for damages.

“This is a classic
case of economic plun-
der. Wala lang nakasil-
ip nito e (Nobody no-
ticed it),” Duterte said.

“Nilaro ninyo ‘yung
Pilipino sa pera. Sabi
ko (You played Filipi-
nos with money. | said),
I will pursue this. If this
is the only thing that |
can achieve in this ---
in my administration,
ito na lang. Bibirahin ko
talaga (just this. | will
run after them) eco-
nomic plunder,” he
added.

He also slammed
the owners for making
consumers shoulder
the corporate income
tax.

“Then ‘yung income
tax nila. P***** i** nila
tayo ang magbayad (we
have to pay for it),” Du-
terte said.

“It is money of the
entire Republic of the
Philippines. Kaya sila
ang constituents ko.
Pera ng gobyerno
‘vang ibinayad namin
sa income tax ninyo
(They are my constitu-

ents. It's government
money that was used to
pay for your income
tax),” he added.

Non-bailable of-
fense

The Permanent
Court of Arbitration in
Singapore has ordered
the government to pay
Maynilad about PHP3.6
billion in damages for
the company’s losses
over the refusal to im-
plement tariff adjust-
ment for 2013 to 2017.

Recently, the court
also asked the govern-
ment to pay PHP7.4 bil-
lion to the Ayala-Manila
Water as compensa-
tion for losses and
damages from delayed
water rate increases
since 2015.

Businessman
Manuel V. Pangilinan’s
Metro Pacific Invest-
ments Corporation
owns a controlling
stake in Maynilad while
Manila Water is a sub-
sidiary of Ayala Corpo-
ration.

Because of the al-
leged irregular water
concession agree-

ments, Duterte remind-
ed the Ayalas in particu-
lar that plunder is a non-
bailable offense.

“I'll file plunder. Ang
plunder, ‘adre, Mr. Aya-
la, no bail ‘yan. Gusto
makita na bilyonaryo na
makulong (Plunder has
no bail. | want to see a
billionaire jailed),” Du-
terte said.

Earlier, a review con-
ducted by the Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ)
showed the water con-
tracts were “onerous
and disadvantageous
to the people, relative
the terms or periods,
government non-inter-
ference, as well as con-
cessionaire indemnifi-
cation for losses”.

Since then, the
President has directed
the DOJ and the Office
of the Solicitor General
to draft a new water con-
cession contract that is
“favorable to the State
and the Filipino peo-
ple”.

He also asked them
to file economic sabo-
tage cases against all
those involved in the

agreements.

Drilon’s text mes-
sage

Duterte, mean-

while, bared that Sen-
ate Minority Leader
Franklin Drilon has de-
nied involvement in the
crafting of the irregular
water contracts.

Drilon earlier
warned the President
against reviewing the
contracts because the
government will end up
paying billions.

“He (Drilon) sent a text
to Bingbong (Executive
Secretary Salvador Medi-
aldea), binasa niya kaga-
bi sa akin (he read it to
me last night),” Duterte
said.

“Sabi niya doon,
‘Sabihin mo kay Rody
wala na ako sa ACCRA
'yung panahon na'yun.’
(He said, Tell Rody that
| was no longer with
ACCRA during that
time.”),” he added.

Duterte, however,
clarified that he did not
say that ACCRA, a law
firm, was involved in the
deals. (PNA)

GOV. REMULLA LED THE DISTRIBUTION OF ONLINE SCHOLARSHIP AND EDUCATIONAL ASSIS-
TANCE FOR CAVITENO YOUTH: Governor Jonvic Remulla has been very optimistic on the impact that it could
generate to the Cavitefio youth as he led the distribution of online scholarship and educational assistance to
5,922 students on November 28, 2019 at the provincial gymnasium in Trece Martires City. More than 17.3 million
were granted to the scholars who have shown perseverance on their education. On his speech, Governor
Jonvic ensured the learners of the benefits that they can get on the modernization being done in the whole
province as free wifi connectivity has been established. He emphasized that the innovation on information
technology can help the youth on their studies, entrepreneurs for access in homebased business, and the
entire community in terms of public safety . Aside from the good news on internet connectivity, he also promised
that additional funds on scholarship and educational assistance will be implemented next year so that more
students can avail of the educational assistance. Present during the distribution were Provincial Administrator
for Community Affairs Alvin Mojica, Vice Chairman on Provincial Scholarship Committee Ben Golfo, PCLEDO
head Atty Khervy Reyes, Amadeo Mayor John Redel Dionisio and some employees from the provincial govern-
ment of Cavite. --- Gina Perlado Perefia




