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DOJ drops kidnapping rap vs.
lawyer in Sagay massacre

MANILA -- The De-
partment of Justice
(DOJ) junked a kidnap-
ping case against a
lawyer who assisted
the mother of a minor
who survived the Sagay
massacre in Negros
Occidental.

"We find no proba-
ble cause to charge
Atty. Katherine Pan-
guban of kidnapping
and serious illegal de-
tention," Sagay City Act-
ing City Prosecutor Fer-
dinand O. Fernandez
said in a resolution dat-
ed June 17 and re-
leased to newsmen
Friday.

The prosecutor
said there is no kidnap-
ping or serious illegal
detention as the minor
victim, Victor Cabahug,
was taken from the
custody of his biologi-
cal father, Vic Pedaso,
and given to his moth-
er, Florderliza
Cabahug.

The DOJ also
faulted Pedaso, who
prosecutors pointed
out as someone who
"filed a missing per-
son report despite
knowing that his son
was in the custody of
his mother."

The justice depart-
ment said it was Flo-
rdeliza who sought the
help and assistance of
Panguban.

The child, the pros-
ecutor pointed out, free-
ly chose to be with his
biological mother.

Government law-
yers earlier said they
may hold a prelimi-
nary investigation
hearing next month in
Negros Occidental in
connection with the

Sagay massacre
case.
Assistant  State

Prosecutor Ferdinand
Fernandez noted that
none of the respon-
dents appeared on the

last scheduled hearing
at the DOJ office in Ma-
nila.

Fernandez said the
respondents had trou-
ble traveling to Manila
to attend the prelimi-
nary investigation.

Nine members of
the National Federation
of Sugar Workers
(NFSW) were killed in-
side Hacienda Nene in
Sagay City, Negros Oc-
cidental on the night of
Oct. 20, 2018.

Authorities have
filed murder com-
plaints against those
suspected to be in-
volved in the massa-
cre, including Rene
Manlangit and Rogelio
Arquillo.

The victims were
allegedly enticed to join
the NFSW and were
manipulated by the
Communist Party of the
Philippines and the
New People’s Army.
(PNA)

PRRD didn't commit
impeachable offense over
Chinese in PH waters

MANILA -- Mala-
cafiang believes that Pres-
ident Rodrigo Duterte did
not commit an impeachable
offense because he nev-
er allowed Chinese to fish
within Philippines’ Exclu-
sive Economic Zone (EEZ)
in the first place.

Presidential Spokes-
person Salvador Panelo
insisted that it was “spec-
ulative” to assume that the
Chinese vessel which al-
legedly rammed and aban-
doned a Filipino fishing
boat in the Recto Bank
(Reed Bank) was indeed
fishing in the area when it
could have merely been
passing through.

“Under the Constitu-
tion, merong (there are)
provisions on impeach-
ment. Kung naniniwala sila
na may ginawa siyang im-
peachable ground, e di
mag-file (if they believe that
he did something impeach-
able ground, then, they
should file a case),” Pane-
lo said in a Palace briefing
on Thursday.

“But you cannot stop
the President from doing

measures, steps that to
his mind is the correct
way to obey the Constitu-
tional command to him to
protect and to serve the
Filipino people,” he added.

Critics including former
Foreign Affairs Secretary
Albert del Rosario earlier
warned that allowing Chi-
nese to fish in territorial
waters violates the 1987
Constitution.

Del Rosario said Du-
terte's failure to defend the
country's territory, includ-
ing the EEZ, violates the
Constitution and is a basis
for impeachment.

Following calls of Filipi-
no fishermen for the Presi-
dent to ban Chinese from fish-
ing within Philippine waters,
Panelo said Duterte saw no
need to prevent them from
doing so.

Panelo clarified that
Duterte trusts China would
not allow their nationals to
fish within the country’s
200-nautical mile EEZ since
the two countries consid-
er each other as “friends.”

“It is not necessary to
prevent them from fishing

because they will not do
that. In other words, why
should | prevent some-
body to do something he
is not going to do that?”
Panelo said.

On Monday, Duterte
himself was quoted say-
ing: “l don’t think that China
would do that (fish within
Philippine EEZ). Why? Be-
cause we're friends.”

Constitutional

Panelo defended Du-
terte following concerns
that entering into a mutual
agreement with Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
fishing rights without the
concurrence of Congress
is unconstitutional.

“Ano ba ang unconsti-
tutional doon sa napag-
usapan nila na wag magk-
agulo doon sa isang lugar.
Kasi tandaan ninyo
(What’s unconstitutional
about agreeing to prevent
conflict in the area. Be-
cause remember) this is a
disputed territory,” Panelo
said.

Duterte earlier admit-
ted the Philippines could
not stop China from fish-

Karapatan misrepresenting
anew in Red’s cadaver retrieval

MANILA -- Assister of
slain New People's
Army (NPA) leader, Bon-
ifacio Magramo, on
Wednesday expressed
her outrage against
militant human rights
group Karapatan-
Southern Tagalog for
allegedly using foul
tactics to recover the
remains of her brother
from military custody.

Lornabeth M. Galos
said their family had long
been wishing to see Bon-
ifacio alias “Eboy” be-
cause they have notlocat-
ed him since he joined
the ranks of the Commu-
nist Party of the Philippines
(CPP)-NPA.

“We are hoping that
we will be able to see him
one last time before we
bury him," Lornabeth said
in the vernacular.

She said news of
her brother’s death
came late and the lat-
ter’s daughter was pre-
vented from going to
Mindoro to attend to his
father’'s remains.

“Tinawagan umano
ito ng mga kasamahang
NPA ni Magramo sa Pal-
awan atbinantaan nawag
nang puntahan ang
bangkay ng ama (Her
nephew received a call
from his father’s NPA
comrade in Palawan and
warned not to recover his
remains),” Galos added.

Magramo, a resi-
dent of Sablayan, Occi-
dental Mindoro, is a
known NPA leader as
Secretary of Sub-Re-

gional Military Area, 4E
in Palawan. He was
killed along with two
other communist
rebels during a clash
with government troops
in Panaytayan, Mansa-
lay, Oriental Mindoro on
June 13.

It can be recalled
that a team from Kara-
patan went to the Man-
salay Police Station in
an attempt to claim the
body of the rebel lead-
er. Karapatan reported-
ly insisted that they
were accompanying a
certain Jessica Baes
Alcos, daughter of the
slain rebel leader.

The militant group
initially identified Ma-
gramo as Victor Alcos,
an NPA fighter based in
Batangas.

Police had no
choice but to release
the body to the group for
burial despite their res-
ervations on the al-
leged claimant and
Karapatan's motives.

However, subse-
quent investigations
revealed that Karapa-
tan and Jessica's claim
were false as Alcos has
been killed in a clash
with military troops last
year.

Police said the Ma-
gramos now have the
right to recover the re-
mains of their family
member from Karapa-
tan once the DNA test-
ing conducted by the
Philippine National Po-
lice-Scene of the Crime

Operation conclusively
proves that the body is
Bonifacio’s, and not Al-
cos’.

Meanwhile, Karapa-
tan's underhand tactics
and harassment
against local authori-
ties prompted resi-
dents of Mansalay and
Roxas City in Oriental
Mindoro to conduct their
own peace rally to
counter Karapatan's
protest actions.

"The main objective
was to disrupt the pro-
cess and expedite the
claim of Magramo's re-
mains to conceal the
fact that a ranking NPA
commander was killed
in the (June 13) en-
counter," said one of
the rallyists.

He said that after
Kaparatain members
were able to claim the
three remains of NPA
members, they shout-
ed “Mabuhay ang
Bagong Hukbong Bay-
an (Long live New Peo-
ple’s Army)!”

According to Lt. Col.
Alexander Arbolado, Ar-
my’s 4th Infantry Battal-
ion commander, the
Lornabeth’s surfacing
only proves that Karap-
atan is using "dirty
tricks" in defending the
NPAs.

“Hindi rin natin ma-
iaalis ang posibilidad
na ginamit lang ng
Karapatan ang pamilya
Alcos upang papani-
walain sila na ang na-
sabing bangkay ay si

Victor Alcos (We cannot
discount the possibility
that Karapatan is only
using the Alcos family
to convince the Magra-
mos that the cadaver is
that of Victor Alcos, not
Bonifacio’s),” Arbolado
said.

Meanwhile, 203rd
Infantry Brigade com-
mander, Brig. Gen. Mar-
celiano Teofilo, urged
all residents to fight
and resist the CPP-NPA
so that peace can final-
ly reign in Mindoro.

"Do not allow your-
self to fall prey to the
sweet words of Karap-
atan as this only cause
trouble like what they
did in the past days in
Mansalay," he added.

Brig. Gen. Elias H.
Escarcha, commander
of the Army's 2nd Infan-
try Division, vowed
slain of tight security
measures in the re-
gion.

"Gagawin namin
ang lahat wupang
mapigilan ang anu-
mang banta ng teroris-
mo o pananakot na du-
lot ng NPA o sinumang
makakaliwang grupo
(We will do everything
we can to thwart terror-
ism threats of the NPA
and its allies),” Escar-
cha said.

Joint military and
police forces have
launched a manhunt
operation against rem-
nants of the slain lead-
er’'s group operating in
Mindoro. (PNA)

ing within the Philippine
EEZ because of their pre-
vious agreement to allow
both Chinese and Filipinos
to fish in the area.

“Kasi nagtanong sila
(Because they asked),
‘Will you allow the Chinese
to fish? Sabi ko (I said) ‘Of
course, ‘yan ang pinag-
usapan namin noon (that
was what we agreed
upon),” Duterte said.

Citing the President,
Panelo explained that sov-
ereignty in the 1987 Con-
stitution is “not absolute”
and allowed certain ac-
tions that effectively dimin-
ish the sovereignty of this
country.

“We allow it, because
kailangan din natin iyon

(because we need it), and
for that matter lahat ng
bansa ganyan (all coun-
tries are that way),” Pan-
elo said.

“The logic there is we
are in a world, we are not
in an island ng tayo-tayo
lang (with just ourselves).
We have to deal with na-
tions of the world,” he
added.

Panelo, however, said
Duterte was merely goad-
ing the United States,
Great Britain, and France
when he asked them to
help the Philippines claim
its territories.

“Sa akin, ang tingin ko
doon nangangantiyaw
siya (For me, | think he was
only teasing them),” Pane-

lo said.

Duterte posed this
challenge to the three
Western countries amid
criticism that he has failed
to confront China over its
aggression in the contest-
ed waters.

“Ito ang hamon ko, ang
hamon ko sa America, Brit-
ain, France, mag-assem-
ble tayo dito sa Palawan
tapos diretso na tayo doon
sa Spratly. Agawin na na-
tin kung maagaw natin
(This is my challenge, my
challenge to America,
Great Britain, France is that
we assemble in Palawan
and go straight to Spratly.
Let’s claim it if we can),”
Duterte said in his speech
during the 122nd founding

anniversary of the Presi-
dential Security Group
(PSG) at Malacafiang Park
on Wednesday (June 26)
night.

Panelo, however, said
Philippine government will
prosecute the Chinese
crew if proven that they
were fishing within Philip-
pine waters.

“Then we will enforce
the law. If it's unlawful for
them to enter, then we will
enforce the law,” Panelo
said.

“Basta violation ng ba-
tas (As long as it is a vio-
lation of the law), under
our jurisdiction, we will
prosecute,” the Presiden-
tial Chief Legal Counsel
added. (PNA)



