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Senate passes over 400 bills enacted into law: Sotto

MANILA -- The Sen-
ate of the 17th Con-
gress has left behind
an achievement of
passing 464 bills that
were enacted into law,
some of which are land-
mark pieces of legisla-
tion that aim to uplift the
lives of Filipinos.

In his valedictory
speech on Tuesday,
Senate President Vi-
cente Sotto III said the
chamber was able to
deliver on its promise
to continue in helping
the passage of laws
that will be "beneficial
to the country and to
every Filipino."

Among the notable
landmark laws include
the Bangsamoro Orga-
nic Law, National Iden-
tification System, Uni-

versal Health Care
Law, Mental Health Act,
Universal Access to
Quality Tertiary Educa-
tion Act, Mandatory Phil-
Health Coverage, Cor-
poration Code of the
Philippines, Telecom-
muting Law, Magna
Carta of the Poor, and
the Pantawid Pa-
milyang Pilipino Pro-
gram Act.

Sotto also high-
lighted that the Philip-
pine Senate reached
the highest satisfaction
rating since 2012 with
a 72 percent mark for
the first quarter of 2019,
according to the Social
Weather Stations sur-
vey.

"These figures
could not have been
garnered without the

dedication and focus of
each of the Senators of
the 17th Congress. My
thanks go to all of you,
my colleagues," Sotto
said.

The Senate leader
also touted the cham-
ber's independence, by
preserving the doctrine
of separation of powers
and insisting on the
due process of law
when it came to legis-
lative documents.

He particularly cited
as an example the
2019 budget impasse,
wherein the Senate
contended that no post-
ratification amend-
ments be made.

"In those two
months of stalemate,
we insisted on our po-
sition, and made

known our stand when
the budget was sub-
mitted to the Office of
the President," Sotto
said.

"Though we even-
tua l ly  s igned,  we
made known our
observations, and the
Execut ive Depar t -
ment sustained our
position," he added.

Sotto hopes that the
independence of the
Senate can be main-
tained in the next Con-
gress.

"We wish the co-
ming Senate to carry on
the task we are pass-
ing on to them. Let us
remain cooperative but
independent, bal-
anced, transparent and
sincere," Sotto said.
(PNA)

CHED launches new research
lab on drugs abuse

MANILA -- A drug
testing kit, which can
identify designer drugs
for effective law
enforcement, is now
within reach as the
Commission on High-
er Education (CHED)
launched on Tuesday
the University of the
Ph i l i pp ines -Man i la
Drugs Abuse Research
Laboratory (UP-DARL).

CHED chair J. Pros-
pero de Vera III said the
UP-DARL is a research
collaboration between
UP Manila and Univer-
sity of California, which
aims to address the
gaps identified in re-
sponding to the current
problem of drug use
and abuse in the coun-
try.

It is fully-funded by
the CHED, through the
Philippine-Cali fornia
Advanced Research
Institutes program. It
also involves the par-
ticipation of the mem-
ber agencies of the
Dangerous Drugs
Board (DDB) such as
CHED, Department of
Health (DOH), Philip-
pine National Police
(PNP), Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency
(PDEA), and National
Bureau of Investigation
(NBI).

"The current drug
testing that we have is
used for identifying be-
tween three to four
drugs only, marijuana,

cocaine, etc., it cannot
detect the designer
drugs. So, our law en-
forcement officers are
handicapped because,
if they are able to arrest
suspects and confis-
cate drugs, it is difficult
to prove in court be-
cause there is no evi-
dence in court that it is
an illegal drug," de Vera
told reporters on the
sidelines of the launch.

Using liquid "ecsta-
sy" as an example of
commonly confiscated
designer drugs, de
Vera stressed the need
for a "continuous test-
ing to identify addition-
al psychoactive subs-
tances" often abused
by the youth.

"The technology is
already available in the
United States through
the University of Cali-
fornia in San Fran-
cisco. It is linking with
UP Manila to transfer
technology, help peo-
ple in the Philippines,
have the machines
available, and as much
as possible, we will roll
this out to all law en-
forcement agencies
like PDEA, NBI, PNP,
DOH so we could do
comprehensive drug
testing in the country,"

he added.
He said they expect

to complete the drug
testing kit in two years,
which can identify more
than 100 illegal drugs,
while they work on an
"interim drug testing kit
that can at least identify
additional substances,
which are impossible
to spot with the coun-
try's current technolo-
gy".

To create healthy
and safe campuses,
de Vera said CHED has
been working of drug-
free learning environ-
ment for college stu-
dents for years.

"This is already
integrated in most of
the drug tests in the
country...what we expect
in the universities is
there will mandatory
random drug testing for
students," he added.

In line with this
project, the UP-DARL
held a Conference on
Substances of Abuse in
the Philippines on
June 4 to 5. It aims to
impart knowledge on
various substances of
abuse, including new
psychoactive substan-
ces, to physicians,
nurses, pharmacists,
and analysts. (PNA)

DepEd adds skills training
to expanded ALS program

MANILA -- The De-
partment of Education
(DepEd) has included
skills training in its Al-
ternative Learning Sys-
tem (ALS) education to
empower the youth who
plan to work while
studying.

With the aim to in-
tensify and expand the
regular ALS program,
which is considered
"the centerpiece of ba-
sic education under
President Rodrigo Du-
terte's administration",
the DepEd launched
on Tuesday the Alterna-
tive Learning System-
Education and Skills
Training (ALS-EST)
Program Handbook for
Implementers at the
SEAMEO Innotech in
Quezon City.

The DepEd added
a skills training compo-
nent to the ALS educa-
tion in addition to the
basic subjects such as
history, math, and sci-
ence. Students en-
rolled in the program
can now be trained in
food and house-
keeping, electronics
and welding, wellness,
dressmaking, agricul-
ture and carpentry.

Undersecretary and
Chief of Staff Nepo-
muceno Malaluan told

reporters that DepEd
would allocate supple-
mentary funds for the
training facilities and
for those who will facil-
itate the training.

"The ALS skills trai-
ning has already star-
ted in 98 pilot schools
but DepEd targets all
public schools to have
ALS skills training. The
next challenge is the
scale up or mains-
treaming of these pilot
programs," Malaluan
said.

According to the An-
nual Poverty Indicator
Survey in 2017, around
1.43 million children
and youth aged 6 to 17
years are out of school
and have not complet-
ed basic education.

The DepEd aims to
bring these out of
school children and
youth through the ALS-
EST, which is a com-
plementary program to
the mainstream ALS.

The program also
aims to "holistically pre-
pare learners for vari-
ous exits, such as high-
er education, middle-
level skills develop-
ment, entrepre-
neurship, and employ-
ment by integrating a
skills training compo-
nent with the basic ed-

ucation component".
“Non-formal educa-

tion is not second-class
education, it is a modal-
ity, a pathway, and for
many learners, a sec-
ond or even first chance
at education. This is the
framework and motiva-
tion that drives the ALS-
EST Program,” Malalu-
an added.

The DepEd distri-
buted 150 copies of the
handbook to stake-
holders who contri-
buted to its completion
and production.

The handbook,
which has 14 chapters,
provides a summary of
the challenges in
reaching out of school
youth and adults who
were not able to com-
plete basic education;
a discussion of the
ALS-EST Program, in-
cluding its learners,
curriculum, learning re-
sources, learning deliv-
ery, learning facilitators,
assessment and certi-
fication; and other as-
pects of the program.
(PNA)

MANILA -- Housing

and Urban Develop-

ment Coordinating

Council (HUDCC) chair

Eduardo del Rosario

said Wednesday that

he will write an appeal

to the Commission on

Audit (COA) not to dis-

allow the transfer of

PHP5 million worth of

Marawi rehabilitation

funds to pay for a 2018

Hajj pilgrimage to Mec-

ca.

Del Rosario, who

also chairs Task Force

Bangon Marawi (TF-

BM), made this remark

HUDCC chief to ask COA to allow fund transfer for Hajj
after the COA tagged

the fund transfer as “not

among the authorized

expenses” in the

agreement signed be-

tween the Office of the

President (OP) and the

HUDCC.

In its audit report,

COA said the HUDCC

diverted the PHP5-mil-

lion worth of Marawi re-

habilitation funds to the

National Commission

on Muslim Filipinos

(NCMF).

The amount was

taken from the PHP500-

million fund of the OP

which it allocated to

HUDCC for Marawi City

rehabilitation projects, it

added.

“We are writing an

appeal to COA not to

disallow this vital trans-

action, and besides,

the PHP5 million was

properly dispensed by

NCMF,” del Rosario

said in a message to

reporters.

He insisted that the

Hajj pilgrimage, which

he described as “part of

the social healing pro-

cess”, is also part of the

over-all rehabilitation of

social healing is envi-

sioned in the process,”

he said.

Del Rosario noted

that a raffle was conduct-

ed to select internally

displaced persons

(IDPs) who were “lucki-

ly picked” to join the Hajj

pilgrimage.

“We sponsored

IDPs who were then liv-

ing in the evacuation

centers and transitional

shelter,” he added.

Under the deal, he

said the NCMF will fa-

cilitate the processing

of travel documents,

payment of airfares and

pilgrimage to the holy

city of Mecca in Saudi

Arabia, which every

adult Muslim must

make at least once in

his or her lifetime.

On Tuesday, Presi-

dential Spokesperson

Salvador Panelo said

he may consider ask-

ing the HUDCC to ex-

plain the PHP5 million

it diverted to NCMF.

Panelo warned that

if the COA audit report

is true, then HUDCC

could face raps for tech-

nical malversation.

(PNA)

war-torn Marawi City.

“Hajj is a solemn

obligation and wish of

every Muslim. It is so

important to them that

billeting while the IDPs

stay in Saudi Arabia for

a month.

Hajj, one of the five

pillars of Islam, is the


