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PRRD assures Japanese of
corrupt-free business in PH
MANILA -- Japa-

nese investors can ex-
pect a competitive and
corruption-free busi-
ness climate in the Phil-
ippines, President Ro-
drigo Duterte said on
Wednesday vowing to
“kill” all forms of corrup-
tion in government.

“I just assure you
that during my time I
said there will be no
corruption,” said Du-
terte in his speech dur-
ing the Business Fo-
rum at the Imperial Ho-
tel in Tokyo, Japan.

Duterte urged Japa-
nese investors to report
to him any complaint
regarding hindrances,
obstruction or outright
corruption and he
would ask his Cabinet
members to respond to
it immediately.

“I will give you at any
hour of the day or night
you can contact any of
the Cabinet members
or your Filipino lawyers
or Filipino workers, and
you can ask an audi-
ence with me in 24
hours and I will talk to
you and just let me
know what your prob-
lem is and we will kill

that problem,” he add-
ed.

Duterte also spel-
led out the Philippines’
economic priorities
which include addres-
sing the issue of eco-
nomic market access
for Philippine agricul-
tural products and ser-
vice suppliers in the
construction of
projects.

He took pride in the
Philippines being a
“natural choice” for
Japanese companies
looking for the manu-
facturing base in the
Association of South-
east Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and high-val-
ue Knowledge Process
Outsourcing or KPO
ventures.

The President also
invited Japanese in-
vestors to take part in
the “Build-Build-Build”
infrastructure program
which is expected to
generate jobs for Filipi-
nos.

He also boasted of
the upgraded Philip-
pines’ credit rating to
BBB+ by Standard and
Poor, the highest rating
in our history.

“Given all these,
your investments are
assured of protection
and gains I guarantee
that. And as a matter of
fact, I place my honor in
what we promised to
our partners especially
the Japanese and the
Japanese people,” Du-
terte said.

Duterte, mean-
while, reiterated the
Philippines commit-
ment to maintain a “sta-
ble and predictable en-
vironment” for busi-
ness partnerships be-
tween the Philippines
and Japan.

“More than Build-
Build-Build, let us work
together to Grow-Grow-
Grow our economies,”
Duterte said.

Duterte is currently
in Tokyo, Japan to at-
tend the 25th Nikkei
Conference on the Fu-
ture of Asia.

The President’s trip
has yielded a total of 26
business agreements
and letters of intent
worth PHP288.894 bil-
lion signed between
Philippine and Japa-
nese companies.
(PNA)

Solon wants socmed platforms
probed over ‘Bikoy’ videos

MANILA -- A partyl-
ist lawmaker at the
House of Representa-
tives on Wednesday
filed a resolution seek-
ing an investigation into
the possible liabilities
of social media plat-
forms in the light of “Ang
Totoong Narco List” vid-
eo series that he said
has “recklessly”
dragged prominent in-
dividuals in the contro-
versy.

Ako Bicol Partylist
Representative Alfredo
Garbin Jr. filed House
Resolution 2585 which
directs the House
Committee on Informa-
tion and Communica-
tions Technology to im-
mediately conduct an
investigation, in aid of
legislation, on the pos-
sible liabilities of social
media platforms like
Facebook and You-
Tube, among others,
for content posted by
their users.

In a press briefing
after filing the said
resolution, Garbin not-
ed that on May 6, Peter
Joemel Advincula sur-
faced and introduced
himself as “Bikoy,” the
man behind the contro-
versial video series that

were uploaded in differ-
ent social media plat-
forms starting April 2.

Bikoy has uploaded
a total of five episodes
where he implicated
the family of President
Rodrigo Duterte, some
local politicians, and
some private individu-
als who have been al-
legedly involved in a
drug syndicate operat-
ing in the country.

However, on May
23, he revealed before
the media that his pre-
vious allegations were
“all lies”, claiming the
charges he earlier
made were all fabricat-
ed by the opposition to
unseat the Duterte gov-
ernment.

Speaking at  a
press conference at
Camp Crame, Bikoy
said his claims were
“scripted” and were
“orchestrated” by the
Liberal Party.

“Nevertheless, re-
gardless of the motive
of Bikoy, the video se-
ries has been publicly
viewed, shared and
uploaded multiple
times in social media
platforms such as Fa-
cebook and YouTube,”
Garbin said.

As a result, the par-
tylist lawmaker said the
video series not only
discredited and ma-
ligned the good name,
honor and reputation of
the individuals named
in the series, but also
imputed to them active
membership, or worse,
even leadership in a
drug syndicate - a hei-
nous crime.

Garbin cited the
case of their partymate,
Elizaldy Co, who was
tagged by Bikoy in “Ang
Totoong Narcolist - Ep-
isode 5” as the leader
of the drug syndicate.

Bikoy alleged that
Co’s five-star luxury ho-
tel and resort in Albay,
Misibis Bay Resort,
serves as the central
house facility where a
shabu laboratory is lo-
cated.

As a result of the cir-
culation of the libelous
video implicating Co,
Garbin said the Misibis
Bay Resort encoun-
tered a series of book-
ing cancellations, even
on its peak season.

“Mr. Co’s good
name and reputation
as a businessman
were greatly tarnished.
Some banking and fi-

nancial institutions with
which he has signifi-
cant financial dealings
have raised questions
over his creditworthi-
ness,” the lawmaker
noted.

To prevent similar
cases from happening,
Garbin believed that
there is an imperative
need to determine the
possible liabilities of
the social media plat-
forms that failed to de-
velop security features
to regulate videos, post-
ings and other materi-
als with highly libelous
and grievously defam-
atory contents.

“Social media plat-
forms owe it to the pub-
lic to vet and confirm the
veracity or falsity of the
statement and materi-
als being published in
their websites,” he
said.

“There is thus suffi-
cient cause and justifi-
cation for the taking of
concrete actions, one of
which is through appro-
priate legislation, to en-
sure that social media
platforms do not aid or
abet the commission of
any crime, felony or of-
fense by their users,”
Garbin said. (PNA)

Saudi envoy sends help to
search for missing aircraft

MANILA -- Saudi
Arabia Ambassador Ab-
dullah Al Bussairy sent
personnel to help in the
search and retrieval op-
erations involving the
missing Beechcraft
Baron 55 trainer air-
craft, the Civil Aviation
Authority of the Philip-
pines (CAAP) said on
Wednesday.

The aircraft went

missing after taking off
from the San Jose Air-
port on May 17. Capt.
Jose Nelson Yappar-
con and student pilot,
Abdullah Alsharif, a
Saudi Arabian, are both
missing.

In an interview with the
Philippine News Agency
(PNA), CAAP spokesper-
son Eric Apolonio said
they wanted the Saudi

government to see what
is happening on the
ground.

"They (embassy)
sent some personnel to
check the ongoing inves-
tigation, and to provide
support in the search and
retrieval operations," he
said.

Last May 20, CAAP
reported that the wreck-
age of the missing air-
craft was found some
43.52 km. south of the
Mindoro Strait. About six
pieces of debris were
found.

However, Apolonio,
on Wednesday, said
CAAP could not as-
sume that the debris
found were actually
from the Beechcraft
Baron 55 trainer air-
craft.

"The team found the
pilot's bag last May 20.
It contained the pilot's
identification card.
However, we had no
proof that the debris
found were from the
missing aircraft," he re-
marked.

Operator can't be
suspended

Meanwhile, when
asked if operator Orient
Aviation Corp. was sus-
pended, Apolonio said
CAAP could not sus-
pend it since there is no
evidence that it had vio-
lated anything.

"We don't have an
evidence. Our accident
investigators have not
seen the wreckage, or
any debris that belongs
to that specific aircraft,"
he pointed out.

5 firms face P71-M tax raps
MANILA -- The Bu-

reau of Internal Reve-
nue (BIR) on Thurs-
day filed criminal tax
complaints before the
Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) against five
delinquent corporate
taxpayers for failure
to pay taxes amount-
ing to PHP71 million.

The five corpora-
tions were Lucky Buil-
ders Center Corpora-
tion and its corporate
officer and president
Diosdado M. Dimaca-
li; Global Trendtech
Trading Corp. and its
pres ident  Gemma
Cheng and treasurer
Emelyn Gonzales;
Rar Builders Inc. and
its president Efren C.
Ramon;  Concrete-
works Inc.  and i ts
president Patrick T.
Ong and t reasurer
Jilsen Jan Ong; and
Amaautotechnic Cor-
poration and its pre-
sident John Anthony

Ambata and treasur-
er Alexander Ambata.

Speaking to news-
men, BIR Deputy Com-
missioner Marissa O.
Cabreros urged taxpa-
yers with delinquent tax
liabilities to settle their
outstanding accounts
and avail of the am-
nesty signed early this
year by President Rod-
rigo Duterte.

"Once the case is
already filed before
prosecutors it be-
comes more burden-
some," she said.

Pasig City-based
Lucky Builders is be-
ing sued for a total
deficiency tax liability
for 2013 amounting
to P29.07 mi l l ion
inc lus ive of  incre-
ments.  Global
Trendtech, which is
engaged in the trad-
ing and repair of cell-
phones and other
electronic gadgets, is
being sued for

PHP20.07 million in
tax deficiencies.

Rar Builders, a
general contractor and
wholesaler of firefigh-
ting equipment based
in Quezon City is being
sued for tax liabilities
worth PHP10.06 mil-
lion. Concreteworks, a
manufacturer of con-
crete, cement and plas-
ter is being sued for
PHP6.58 million in tax
liabilities while auto re-
pair shop Amaauto-
technic is being sued
for unpaid taxes dating
back to 2009 amoun-
ting to PHPP5.32 mil-
lion.

Earlier this year, the
BIR issued the imple-
menting rules and reg-
ulations (IRR) for a tax
amnesty program, for a
clean slate for tax-
payers with delinquen-
cies.

The agency issued
Revenue Regulation 4-
2019 providing the

guidelines for Republic
Act 11213 or the Tax
Amnesty Act signed by
President Duterte on
February 14.

Qualified appli-
cants with delinquent
accounts covering the
taxable year 2017 and
prior years and as-
sessments that have
become final and exec-

utory will pay only 40
percent of the basic tax
assessed.

Those with tax cas-
es subject to final and
executory judgment by
the courts will pay 50
percent of the basic tax
assessed, while those
with pending criminal
cases will pay 60 per-
cent. (PNA)


