Bukidnon convoy attack to
isolate Reds further: DND

MANILA -- The Commu-
nist Party of the Philippines-
New People's Army's (CPP-
NPA) unprovoked anti-per-
sonnel mine attack against
a convoy carrying troops,
local volunteers and foreign
observers at Sitio Nasandi-
gan, Barangay Kalabugao,
Impasug-ong town, Bukid-
non Thursday will further
alienate them from the
masses.

This was bared by De-
partment of National De-
fense (DND) Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana when
sought for comment by re-
porters on the incident.

Also, the anti-person-
nel mine attack seems to
indicate that the rebels,
weakened by the surren-
der of thousands of fight-
ers and supporters for
the past months, have

gone berserk.

"The CPP/NPA cadres
have gone berserk. This lat-
est act will further alienate
them from the masses,"
Lorenzana said in a message
to reporters Thursday night.

Armed Forces of the Phil-
ippines (AFP) spokesperson
Marine Brig. Gen. Edgard
Arevalo earlier denounced the
attack as it was carried out by
the rebels without apparent
concemn on the visiting foreign
observers and local civilian
volunteers, who were also in
the convoy.

"We denounce strongly
this attack on foreign ob-
servers who were in (the)
country to visit various
projects of Indigenous Peo-
ples in the locality. They are
non-combatant civilians,"
he added.

At least 11 people, in-

cluding seven soldiers,
were wounded in the inci-
dent.

Foreign observers from
IP communities in Vietnam,
Myanmar, Indonesia and
Malaysia came to Sitio Mint-
apod, Barangay Hagpa, Im-
pasug-ong, Bukidnon to
observe the activity of IP
community volunteers be-
longing to Higaonon
Amamag Malandang Olan-
dok Gagaw (HAMOG), a
non-government organiza-
tion which promotes cultur-
al preservation in the area.

The group is also
scheduled to have a forest
visitation for their “PAUNLAY
TAAGHIMICU” (forest visita-
tion phase II).

HAMOG sought the as-
sistance of the Impasug-
ong IP Mandatory Repre-
sentatives and the Philip-

New 4Ps law boosts Duterte
admin’s anti-poverty efforts

MANILA -- A ranking law-
maker at the House of Repre-
sentatives on Thursday said
the recent passage of the land-
mark Pantawid Pamilyang Pil-
ipino Program (4Ps) Act has
further strengthened the anti-
poverty efforts of President Ro-
drigo Duterte’s administration.

In a statement, 1-PAC-
MAN Partylist Rep. Michael
Romero pointed out that
Republic Act 11310, which
institutionalizes 4Ps as the
government's primary pov-
erty reduction initiative, car-
ries implementation up-
grades that further enhance
efforts to uplift the margin-
alized sector from poverty.

The law was signed by
President Duterte last April
17, but was released by the
Palace only last May 22.

Among the salient fea-
tures of the 4Ps law include
increased cash benefits to
qualified recipients, an inflation
adjustment provision and the
designation of additional
modes of cash transfer.

Increased cash bene-
fits

Romero noted that RA
11310 includes a new PHP
700 conditional cash grant
per senior high school stu-
dent of the beneficiary fam-
ily.

“This is aside from the
PHP 500 per child in junior
high school and PHP 300 per
child for elementary level.
These grants are for the 10

months of schooling,” he said.

Aside from these, Rome-
ro also pointed out that each
household-beneficiary will
receive a monthly PHP 750
health and nutrition grant.

The amount is fixed re-
gardless of the number of
members in the household.

The health grant replac-
es the monthly PHP600 rice
subsidy being granted in the
current program.

Inflation adjustment
provision

In the meantime, the
House Assistant Majority
Leader said the periodic
assessment section of RA
11310 calls for inflation ad-
justment every six years.

“The inflation adjust-
ment provisions of Section
10 of RA 11310 tasks the
Philippine Institute of Devel-
opment Studies (PIDS) to
recommend the adjust-
ment of the 4Ps cash trans-
fer amounts using the con-
sumer price index as ba-
sis,” he said.

The lawmaker said the law
also gave the 4Ps National Ad-
visory Council the mandate to
increase the cash transfer
benefits to levels that “will en-
sure that the grant amounts
are sufficient to make a posi-

tive impact."
"With this periodic as-
sessment mechanism,

Congress does not have to
keep passing new laws to
increase the cash benefits,”

Romero said.

Remittance firms, rural
banks to soon be tapped for
4ps cash grants releases

Romero, who is one of the
key authors of the 4Ps law,
said RA 11310 also makes it
easier for beneficiaries -- es-
pecially those residing in far-
flung communities - to receive
their cash grants.

He noted that 4Ps cash
grants are currently re-
leased through the Land
Bank of the Philippines and
the Veterans Bank.

"The new law recogniz-
es the fact that there are lo-
calities the Land Bank does
not adequately serve,"
Romero said.

Because of this, the party-
list lawmaker said the new law
authorized the Department of
Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD) and govern-
ment depository banks to con-
tract the services of rural
banks, thrift banks, coopera-
tive banks, and money remit-
tance outlets duly accredited
by the Bangko Sentral ng Pil-
ipinas (BSP), for localities not
adequately served by Land
Bank.

“4Ps cash benefits can
soon be coursed through
money remittance outlets and
countryside banks so the ben-
eficiaries need not travel far to
claim their conditional cash
benefits," he said.

"lyong mga 4Ps beneficia-
ries sa mga lugar na malayo

pine Army for security dur-
ing their activity.

"Thatis a totally detestable
act by the CPP-NPA that de-
serves widespread, global
condemnation. It only shows
that contrary to their portrayed
role, they are anti-IP progress.
The CPP-NPA wants our rural
folks to remain poor and de-
jected," Arevalo added.

He said Filipinos should
all unite and reject the ter-
rorist CPP-NPA, which has
proven itself to be a men-
ace to the society and puts
the country in a bad light by
its deliberate use of anti-
personnel mines.

The CPP-NPA is listed
as a terrorist organization by
the United States, the Euro-
pean Union, the United
Kingdom, Australia, Cana-
da, New Zealand, and the
Philippines. (PNA)

sa branch ng Land Bank,
parating na ang araw na hindi
na niyo kailangan bumiyahe o
dumayo pa sa kabilang bay-
an (To 4Ps beneficiaries living
in areas far from Land Bank
branches, the day will come
when you would not have to
travel anymore to other towns
justto getyour grants.)" Rome-
ro said.

Other salient features

The 4Ps, deemed as a
national poverty reduction
strategy and a human capi-
tal investment program,
provides conditional cash
transfer (CCT) to poor
households for a maximum
of seven years to improve
their health, nutrition, and
access to education.

Under RA 11310, the
DSWD is tasked to select qual-
ified beneficiaries using a
standard targeting system
and re-validate existing recipi-
ents every three years.

Considered eligible for the
anti-poverty program are farm-
ers, fisherfolk, homeless fam-
ilies, indigenous peoples, and
those who are in the informal
settler sector and in geograph-
ically isolated and disadvan-
taged areas.

All qualified beneficia-
ries will be automatically
covered in the National
Health Insurance Program.

Every three years after
the effectivity of RA 11310,
the PIDS is mandated to
conduct an impact assess-
ment to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of the 4Ps, the ve-
racity of the list of beneficia-
ries, and the program im-
plementation.
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Prayer for Healing

JESUS, may Your pure and healthy blood
circulate in my ailing organism, and may Your
pure and healthy body transform my weak
body, and may a healthy and vigorous life
throb within me, if it is truly Your holy will

O BLOOD AND WATER WHICH
FLOWED OUT FROM THE HEART OF
JESUS AS A FOUNTAIN OF MERCY FOR
US, I TRUST IN YOU!

Holy God Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immortal One, Have Mercy on us
and on the whole world Amen.

3 O'CLOCK PRAYER

“You died Jesus, but the source of life flowed out
for souls and the ocean of mercy opened up for
the whole world. O Fountain of Life immeasurable
Divine Mercy, cover the whole world and empty

“O Blood and Water which flowed out from the
heart of Jesus as a Fountain of Mercy for us, |

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One
have mercy on us and on the whole world.” (3x)

Amen.

Yourself out upon us.”

trust in you!”

Amen.

Jesus, King of Mercy, | trust in you!

ACGEPTING ADS THRU: (046) 434-6167/0997-9088638




