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MANILA -- Agitated by re-
ports of coconut traders with
cheap buying price for farm-
ers' produce, Agriculture
Secretary Manny Piñol said
he is bent on excluding
these traders from huge
European deals.

In a statement sent to
the Philippine News Agen-
cy Wednesday, Piñol has
decided to rule out those
who did not heed his ap-
peal to increase the buying
price of copra.

"I will make sure that
only those who are willing
to help the coconut farmers
will be included in this East-
ern European Marketing
deal," Piñol said.

In 2018, the buying price
of copra, the main source
of livelihood of the country's
coconut farmers, dropped
to PHP15 per kilo, which is
significantly lower than the
PHP40 per kilo recorded in
previous years.

While domestic copra
prices declined steeply in
2018 due to oversupply, the
glut in vegetable oil in the
international market also
pulled down the price of co-
conut oil.

Raise buying price for coconut
farmers, traders warned

"I met with many of you
and appealed for help by
setting an agreed buying
price of at least PHP25 per
kilo," he recalled. "Some of
you heeded my appeal to
increase your buying price
but most of you did not. Not
even when the farmers
were already crying that they
could not even earn enough
to pay for the workers did you
listen to my plea."

On Monday, the agricul-
ture secretary closed a deal
with Monaco-based Rus-
sian businessman, Igor
Malyshkov, whose friends
and associates owning a
chain of 15,000 super-
markets in Eastern Eu-
rope including the Russian
Federat ion helped the
country open this huge
market.

"I will persuade Maly-
shkov and his group to ex-
clude the greedy and the
heartless among you, es-
pecially those who exploit-
ed the farmers," he said.

By next week, the mar-
keting group of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture will mon-
itor the traders' buying price
for copra and whole coco-

nuts as well as enlist those
who did not abide by Piñol's
call to raise the price to at
least PHP25 per kilo.

"If your buying price is
below PHP25, as we have
earlier agreed, you will be
excluded from this supply
deal in Eastern Europe," he
added.

Malyshkov, who repre-
sents Austria-registered
Arteks Generation, called
on Piñol on Monday to sig-
nify his group's interest in
importing coconut products
from the Philippines, includ-
ing palm oil and pineapple,
to thousands of outlets all
over Eastern Europe.

The businessman said
the interest to import coco-
nuts from the Philippines is
due to the huge demand in
the Eastern European mar-
ket where consumers are
becoming more health con-
scious.

"As the demand rises,
we will also expect you to
increase your buying price.
I believe this is just fair. You
have a few days to adjust
your buying price. This is
just a friendly reminder,"
Piñol said. (PNA)

MANILA -- Foreign Af-
fairs Secretary Teodoro
Locsin Jr. and his Vietnam-
ese counterpart on
Wednesday had an "in-
depth and substantive dis-
cussion" on regional is-
sues, including the disput-
ed South China Sea.

"We both underlined the
importance of maintaining
peace, stability, safety and
security of navigation in the
South China Sea, peaceful
resolution of dispute, and
respecting the diplomatic
and legal processes, re-
specting international law,
including UNCLOS (United
Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea) 1982," Viet-
nam Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Pham
Binh Minh said in a press
briefing.

During the meeting,
Minh also underscored the
"full observance of the Dec-
laration of Conduct" toward
the early conclusion of an
effective and substantive

Stability in South China Sea
tackled in PH, Vietnam meet

Code of Conduct in the
South China Sea (COC).

Vietnam and the Philip-
pines, along with some
member states of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), have
contesting claims in the dis-
puted South China Sea with
Beijing, which asserts al-
most 90 percent of the wa-
ters with its invisible demar-
cation called the nine-dash
line.

The territorial spat has
yet to be settled but Hanoi,
Manila, and other claimants
have committed to work
alongside China toward the
conclusion of the COC.

Currently, the Philip-
pines is sitting as the coun-
try coordinator for the
ASEAN-China dialogue
where parties negotiate for
the finalized COC.

Minh said he spoke
highly of the Philippines’
role as he noted that Manila
pledged to support Vietnam
to successfully chair the

ASEAN in 2020.
Minh held talks with Loc-

sin during the 9th Vietnam-
Philippines Joint Commis-
sion for Bilateral Coopera-
tion (JCBC) meeting in Ma-
nila where he also reaf-
firmed the two nations' "stra-
tegic partnership." (PNA)

MANILA -- A lawmaker at
the House of Representa-
tives on Wednesday under-
scored the need for the gov-
ernment to institutionally
strengthen the National
Food Authority (NFA) for the
agency to effectively carry
out its mandate under the
rice tariffication regime.

Butil Party-list Rep.
Cecil Chavez noted that in
its present “diminished”
state, the NFA lacks the
funds, the logistics and the
facilities to undertake its
new mandate of buying pa-
lay (unhusked rice) for buff-
er stocking for national
emergencies.

“The NFA is in an under-
whelming state and is hob-
bled by financial, logistical
and personnel morale
problems, and it needs
propping up to be able to
undertake its new mandate
under the new rice import
liberalization regime,”
Chavez said.

“The NFA has no funds
for palay buying, lacks the
facilities to undertake palay
buying, and lack the silos
and related facilities for the
storage of the palay ac-
quired,” she added.

Chavez stressed that
she supports the continued
existence of the NFA and
supports any and all efforts
to assign the NFA with pa-
lay-buying functions.

However, she said the
reality is that NFA cannot do
that function unless govern-
ment makes the necessary
interventions.

“Much as we want the
NFA to indeed buy palay
from farmers at prices
above the production cost,

Solon underscores need to strengthen
NFA under new mandate

we cannot see how a dimin-
ished NFA can do that role
effectively unless it is
strengthened as an institu-
tion,” Chavez said.

Chavez made the ob-
servation after the Depart-
ment of Agriculture (DA) re-
leased the details of the
amended implementing
rules for the rice import lib-
eralization law or Republic
Act (RA) 11203 that Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte
signed on February 14.

Under the measure, the
NFA is to tasked buy palay
from local farmers “all-year-
round” for buffer stocking
purposes.

Meanwhile, Chavez
urged farmers’ organiza-
tions across the country to
unite and monitor the imple-
mentation of the safety nets
and support mechanisms
to rice farmers under RA
11203.

She said this would en-

sure that the grand promis-
es provided by the law are
kept and translated “into
workable and viable safety
net programs.”

RA 11203 creates a Rice
Competitiveness Enhance-
ment Fund (RCEF) that is in-
tended to serve as a special
rice safeguard to protect the
local rice industry.

The RCEF, which has
an annual allocation of
PHP10 billion from the Gen-
eral Appropriations Act for
the next six years, will be
distributed accordingly: 50
percent for machinery and
equipment; 30 percent for
rice seed development,
propagation and promotion;
10 percent for expanded
rice credit assistance; and
10 percent for rice extension
services.

Under the measure, the
fund would be allocated and
disbursed to rice-producing
areas. (PNA)

MANILA -- At least 370
slots for skills training that may
lead to employment will soon
be available for Filipino youths
who are not in education, em-
ployment or training (NEET).

The Philippine Business
for Education (PBEd), an ad-
vocacy group providing oppor-
tunities for Filipino youths,
signed five agreements with
schools and organizations to
provide technical-vocational
education.

In a statement on Wednes-
day, PBEd said it signed mem-
oranda of understanding with
Miriam College, the Cagayan
de Oro Chamber of Com-

Skills training slots to open for PH youth
merce and Industry, Punlaan
School, and three Cebu-
based organizations: Primary
Structures Corp., School of
Knowledge, Industrial Labor,
Leadership and Service
(SKILLS), and the Center for
Industrial Technology and En-
terprise.

Under the agreements,
Youthworks PH, the United
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (US-
AID) and partner schools
and organizations will hold
skills training programs in
Manila and Cebu to the
youth, especially those who
are classified NEET, lead-

ing to employment.
PBEd said Punlaan

School will open its doors to
train at least 40 women in hos-
pitality and culinary courses.

Miriam College will de-
velop an Alternative Learn-
ing System Senior High
School diploma in partner-
ship with a leading con-
struction company for train-
ing and employment.

Cagayan de Oro Chamber
member companies will par-
ticipate in the project’s work-
based training program while
Cebu-based organizations will
support 330 youth in engineer-
ing technology and construc-
tion-related skills.

Launched in 2018, Youth-
Works PH is PBEd’s five-year

PHP1.7-billion workforce de-
velopment project in partner-
ship with the USAID. It will run
until 2023.

It aims to make education
and training more responsive
to the needs of the economy
by working with the govern-
ment, industry and academe.

“Education must ade-
quately prepare people for
the 21st century workplace.
Workforce development
challenges, while global in
nature, also have local nu-
ances that require local so-
lutions, and industry-aca-
deme-government collabo-
ration is a key success fac-

tor in working global mod-
els of workforce develop-
ment programs,” Brian
Levey, director of the USAID
Office of Education, said.

Karol Mark Yee, Youth-
Works PH chief of party, said
the partnerships show that the
academe and industries can
work together in developing
the country’s workforce.

“Improving the state of our
education is a task that is no
longer exclusive to govern-
ment and academic institu-
tions, and workforce develop-
ment is not the sole responsi-
bility of the business sector,”
he added. The project will
begin its recruitment drives
in April nationwide, starting
with Cagayan de Oro City.

There will be outreach
programs and career cara-
vans in the Greater Manila
Area, Zamboanga City,
Cebu, Iloilo, Gen. Santos
City, and Davao City.

“YouthWorks PH will im-
prove access for youth to
training and employment
opportunities, and engage
the private sector in work-
force development. Our
partnership will create over
4,000 work-based training
positions for youth and
these positions will be
complemented with class-
room-based skills training
and competency certifica-
tion,” USAID Deputy Mission
Director Patrick Wesner
said. (PNA)


