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MANILA -- Malacañang
on Friday said President
Rodrigo R. Duterte still be-
lieves that corporal punish-
ment is an effective way of
disciplining children that is
why he vetoed a bill banning
its practice.

In a statement, Presi-
dential Spokesperson Sal-
vador Panelo cited the Phil-
ippines' unique culture and
parenting experience as
the reasons for the Presi-
dent's stand.

"As a parent to four chil-
dren, the President be-
lieves that responsible par-
ents can administer corpo-
ral punishment in a self-re-
strained manner. While tak-
ing into consideration the
growing trend in Western
countries which perceive
corporal punishment as an
outdated mode of repri-
manding children, PRRD
believes that such measure
is still an effective form of
discipline -- uniquely Filipi-
no -- that resulted in many
children becoming law-
abiding citizens of the coun-
try," he said.

Panelo cited specific
loopholes in the measure
passed by Congress.

"The proposed law also
fails to properly distinguish
between reasonable and
excessive corporal punish-
ment, noting that it will be
destructive to children if the
corporal punishment is ex-
cessive which may amount
to child abuse and eventu-
ally lead to indiscriminate
physical abuse. We thus
believe that the current le-
gal framework as regards
this matter is already in or-
der for now. We have laws,
for example, which penalize
parents who inflict cruel and
unusual punishment upon
their child," he said.

But even if the President
vetoed the bill, Panelo, also
Chief Presidential Legal
Counsel, said there are still
measures to penalize
abuse by parents.

"As we value and re-
spect the discretion of par-
ents in raising their children,

PRRD
believes
corporal
punish-

ment still
effective

we remind them that de-
spite the veto of the Presi-
dent, there are penal laws
which can be used against
them if they resort to abu-
sive measures at their
homes," he said.

Duterte on Thursday ve-
toed Senate Bill 1477/
House Bill 8239, entitled
“An Act Promoting Positive
and Nonviolent Discipline,
Protecting Children From
Physical, Humiliating or
Degrading Acts as Form of
Punishment and Appropri-
ating Funds Therefore.”
(PNA)

MANILA -- The Philip-
pine National Police (PNP)
continues to beef up its ca-
pability in airborne and
seaborne operations to
guard the country’s coast-
line against intrusions by
international drug smug-
glers, poachers and other
lawless elements.

PNP Chief, Police Gen-
eral Oscar Albayalde, said
through its capability en-
hancement program, the
police force is set to acquire
more floating and flying as-
sets for its Maritime Group
and Aviation Security Group
to boost the response
against criminal activities in
coastal waters, including
the recent recovery of co-
caine in the country's east-
ern waters.

Albayalde said as police
operations will be intensi-
fied against the supply of il-
legal drugs and organized
crimes, it entails an up-
grade of resources to cope
with the additional functions.
A total of
PHP1,134,388,799.98 was
allotted for sea and air as-
sets.

Specifically, the PNP
Bids and Awards Commit-
tee has approved the pro-
curement of 28 units of
high-speed tactical water-
craft amounting to PHP336
million, seven of which had
been delivered and are cur-
rently in service.

An additional 18 units of
similar high-speed tactical
watercraft are programmed
under the 2019 procure-
ment program as addition-
al equipment for maritime
operations, police visibility
in the shorelines, and mar-
itime law enforcement and
public safety operations.

PNP beefs up patrols on PH
coasts vs. drugs, crimes

At present, the PNP's
fleet of watercraft include
107 police rubber boats, 19
coastal craft, 25 fast boats,
four speedboats, and 10
gun boats or dauntless
boats being used by 17
Regional Maritime Units,
three Maritime Special Op-
erations Units, and other
police maritime stations
nationwide.

In support of seaborne
maritime patrol operations,
the PNP is also adding five
more single engine turbine
and training helicopters,
with a total price of
PHP798,388,799.98, to its
fleet that is expected to be
delivered in August to bol-

ster its anti-terrorism oper-
ations and air support to
maritime patrol operations
in high seas.

The PNP chief empha-
sized that the newly-ac-
quired police equipment
will steer and enhance op-
erational capability during
seaborne and airborne po-
lice operations, in line with
the flagship campaign of
the national government
against terrorism, illegal
drugs, and criminality.

Albayalde earlier said
the Philippines is a favorite
transient point of interna-
tional drugs syndicates due
to the country’s long coast-
line. (PNA)

MANILA -- As President

Rodrigo Duterte signals the

resumption of peace talks,

a group of former rebels

staged a picket rally in Ma-

nila on Friday, supporting

the government's efforts to

push for the localization of

peace talks for a guaranteed

positive result.

The coalition of former

rebels, led by Ka Dario, said

peace talks will progress if

it is held in the country and

not in some third-party

country that recognizes "the

belligerent National Demo-

cratic Front (NDF)" as a po-

litical entity.

"Nagtitipon kami upang

Ex-rebel group backs
localize peace talks

igiit ang isang localize

peace talks. Ito at hindi sa

foreign country na kinikilala

ang CPP-NPA-NDF (Com-

munist Party of the Philip-

pines-New People's Army)

na isang political entity ang

solusyon para matapos na

ang limang dekadang

panggugulo ng teroristang

grupo (We gather here to

call for localized peace talks.

It is the solution and not a

peace talk hosted by a third-

party country that recogniz-

es terrorist group CPP-NPA-

NDF as a political entity that

would solve the five de-

cades of troubles by a ter-

rorist group)," Ka Dario said.

"Kahit kailan hindi na

exercise ng CPP-NDF ang

kanyang pamumuno o so-

beranya sa kahit anong ter-

itoryo ng Pilipinas sa kahit

sinong miyembro ng

lipunang Pilipino (The CPP-

NDF never exercises rule or

sovereignty in any territory of

the Philippines and to any

member of the Filipino

community)," the anti-terror-

ists group leader added.

The group also con-

demned the CPP-NPA-NDF's

criminal activities, such as the

extortion, kangaroo court sys-

tem, and its use of minors as

combatants.

"Ang mga ito ay matagal

nang kinondena ng Geneva

Convention gaya ng paggamit

ng landmines [na patuloy pa

nilang ginagamit] (These were

long condemned by the Gene-

va Convention, including the

use of landmines [that these

terrorists still do today])," he

said.

President Duterte earli-

er ordered the country's law

enforcement agencies to let

National Democratic Front

of the Philippines (NDFP)

chief negotiator Fidel Agca-

oili come home and re-

sume the peace talks with

the government.

Agcaoili, NDFP senior

adviser Luis Jalandoni, and

NDFP negotiating panel

member Coni Ledesma

called off plans to be Manila

in November to conduct in-

formal talks with the govern-

ment due to security con-

cerns. (PNA)

MANILA -- For his latest
victory over American chal-
lenger Adrien Broner and
other outstanding achieve-
ments, the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) paid
tribute to Filipino boxing icon
and Senator Manny "Pac-
man" Pacquiao at the AFP
headquarters in Camp Agu-
inaldo, Quezon City Friday.

AFP Chief-of-Staff, Gen.
Benjamin Madrigal, and De-
fense Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana awarded the AFP Merito-
rius Achievement Medal to
Paquiao for his triumphant de-
fense of the WBA Welterweight
World Title against Broner last
January 20 in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada.

Aside from the medal,
the AFP also granted the
senator an honorary mem-
bership in the Philippine
Army Scout Ranger.

Becoming a Scout Rang-
er requires strong will, gallantry,
and willingness to offer one’s
life for the sake of mission ac-
complishment.

The military leadership
believes that the ‘Pamban-
sang Kamao’ embodies all
these characteristics.

“As a man of admirable
strength and physical endur-
ance, we in the AFP truly hold
you, sir, in high esteem and
regard for your accomplish-
ments. Majority of the Filipino
people look up to you as a
source of inspiration: a living
example of a man who rose
up from the adversities of life
through hard work and perse-

'Pacman' honored for latest
win, other achievements

verance,” Madrigal said.
The eight-division World

Champion was also ac-
corded with a Manifesto
Plaque.

This is in recognition of
his outstanding contribu-
tions in the field of sports,
furtherance of the welfare of
veterans and reservists,
and for being an exemplary
source of inspiration to the
Filipino nation.

“We would like to thank
you for through your efforts
and support, legislations
that are significant to the
development of our nation’s
security have been filed,
especially the Armed Forc-
es of the Philippines Re-
servist Act or 'Restoration of
the ROTC Bill' for Grades 11
and 12 students,” Madrigal
said.

Prior to the ceremony at
the Lapu-Lapu Grandstand,
the AFP rendered arrival

honors to the Senator at the
General Headquarters
Canopy.

He then made a courte-
sy call on Madrigal at the AFP
Hall of Flags.

In December 2017, Pac-
quiao was promoted to the
rank of a full-fledged colo-
nel after finishing his Gen-
eral Staff Course.

Prior to this, his promo-
tion to lieutenant colonel
was approved in Septem-
ber 2011 as recommended
by Army officials.

He first enlisted in the
Army Reserve Force with
the rank of Sergeant in
2006 upon the recommen-
dation of then AFP chief-of-
staff, General Alexander
Yano. Pacquiao was then
promoted to technical ser-
geant in the same year, ris-
ing through the ranks when
he became a master ser-
geant in 2009. (PNA)

MANILA -- The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and
Seismology (Phivolcs) said it is not expecting aftershocks
and damages from the magnitude 5.1 earthquake that
jolted Davao Occidental on Friday morning.

Phivolcs said the tectonic quake hit 42 km southwest
of Sarangani at around 9 a.m.

It had a depth of 175 km but there were no reported
intensities.

Last February 12, a magnitude 5.1 earthquake also
jolted Davao Occidental, and struck 103 km southeast of
Sarangani. (PNA)

Phivolcs not expecting
aftershocks from 5.1

DavOcc quake


