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Artificial spending via ‘pasa-
load' procurement bared

MANILA — Senate
President Pro Tempo-
re Ralph Recto on
Thursday said the gov-
ernment should end
the practice of “artificial
spending” by prevent-
ing the transfer of allot-
ments from one agen-
cy to another to cover up
the failure to spend.

In a statement, Rec-
to said this “pasa-load”
scheme merely parks
the funds in another
agency, resulting in un-
spent public money,
which “subverts” the
essence of cash bud-
geting to accelerate
disbursement.

“Ang nangyayari
kasi ngayon, para lang
masabi na 'obligated'
na ang allotment ay pi-
napasa ito sa ibang
ahensya. Ginagawa ito
upang maipagmalaki
na obligated na ang
isang pondo, at hindi
na ma-revert back sa
Treasury (The funds
are passed on to an-
other agency to make it
seem like the allotment
was obligated. This is
done to prove that the
funds are obligated
and won'’t be reverted
to the Treasury),” Rec-
to said.

“This creates the il-
lusion of money spent
when what happened
was the budgetary
equivalent of passing
the buck,” he added.

The senator said
the Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP) or
the Philippine National

Police (PNP), for exam-
ple, pass the responsi-
bility of procurement to
the Procurement Ser-
vice of the Department
of Budget and Manage-
ment instead of con-
ducting the bidding pro-
cess themselves.

He further noted
that in the books of the
AFP or PNP, the funds
have been obligated,
when in reality, it is not
the case.

“One favorite repos-
itory of parked allot-
ments is the Philippine
International Trading
Corp. (PITC) Ang
tanong: Ano ang com-
petence ng mga ahen-
syang ito (The question
is, what is the compe-
tence of these agen-
cies) to, say, conduct a
due diligence-compli-
ant procurement of
highly-specialized
goods like trains, ships,
planes, and automo-
biles?,” Recto said.

“But this transfer of
obligational authority to
outsource procure-
ment has not expedit-
ed the purchase of
goods and services,
according to COA it-
self,” he added.

He also cited the
case of the PNP, where-
in it engaged the ser-
vices of the PITC to pro-
cure equipment
amounting to PHP1.35
billion but managed to
deliver only PHP137.5
million worth of pur-
chases by end of last
year, or 1/10th of the

amount.

As of December
2018, the PNP still has
to collect about
PHP5.08 billion worth
of projects from PS-
DBM intended for the
procurement of com-
mon-use supplies,
materials and various
equipment, military and
police supplies, and
municipal police sta-
tions.

The Commission
on Audit (COA) 2018
audit report for PITC
noted that the corpora-
tion has received about
PHP30.63 billion worth
of fund transfers from
various agencies.

Meanwhile, the COA
report for PS-DBM in the
same year said the agen-
cy has PHP17.04 billion
due to various govern-
ment agencies for the pro-
curement of various items
and projects.

“Dapat matigil na
ang ganitong (We
need to put an end to
such) ‘lateral transfer’
of funds whose intent is
to beat the clock, a
pasa-load scheme to
extend the life of an ap-
propriation about to ex-
pire,” Recto said.

“Dapat gamitin ng
parehong kapulungan
ng Kongreso ang over-
sight powers nito (Con-
gress should use its
oversight powers) dur-
ing the budget imple-
mentation to determine
the real status of an ap-
propriation,” he added.
(PNA)

Robredo to meet with ICAD
members: Palace

MANILA --Aday after
accepting the challenge
to lead the government's
intensified campaign
against illegal drugs, Vice
President Maria Leonor
"Leni" Robredo has
called for her first meet-
ing with members of the
Inter-Agency Committee
on Anti-lllegal Drugs
(ICAD), Malacafiang said
on Thursday.

Presidential Spokes-
person Salvador Panelo
was told by Executive
Secretary (ES) Salvador
Medialdea through a
phone call that Robredo
and ICAD members
would meet to discuss
President Rodrigo Du-
terte's efforts to fight ille-
gal drugs.

Panelo said the Pal-
ace has yet to get addi-
tional information about
the planned meeting ini-
tiated by the Vice Presi-
dent, who is concurrent
ICAD co-chairperson.

Panelo, neverthe-
less, praised Robredo
for her dedication to her

duties as the co-chair-
person of the ICAD.

"According to ES,
the Vice President has
already called a meet-
ing for the ICAD. Hindi
naman [nakakabigla]
(It's not surprising). Ibig
sabihin (It means)
she's very dedicated to
assume her new job,"
he told Palace report-
ers.

"Ibig sabihin nagta-
trabaho na siya (It
means she's working),"
he added.

Robredo confirmed
that she will meet with
the agencies under the
ICAD at her office in Qu-
ezon City on Friday.

The ICAD, created
through Executive Order
15 inked by Duterte on
March 6, 2017, is man-
dated to ensure that all
policies, laws, and is-
suances on the govern-
ment's anti-illegal drug
campaign are being
implemented.

Apart from Robredo,
the anti-drug panel is

co-chaired by Philip-
pine Drug Enforcement
Agency director-gener-
al Aaron Aquino.
Members of the
ICAD include the Dan-
gerous Drugs Board;
Technical Education
and Skills Develop-
ment Authority, Philip-
pine Information Agen-
cy, Public Attorney's Of-
fice; Office of the Solic-
itor General; Philippine
Coast Guard; Philip-
pine National Police;
National Bureau of In-
vestigation; Armed
Forces of the Philip-
pines, and Anti-Money
Laundering Council.
Other ICAD mem-
bers are the Depart-
ments of the Interior
and Local Govern-
ment, Justice, Health,
Education, Social Wel-
fare, Trade, Agriculture,
and Defense, as well
as the Customs and
Immigration bureaus.
Robredo sought
the meeting with ICAD
members, even after

she has yet to see Du-
terte and discuss her
specific role as the
head of the anti-drug
body.

Panelo could not
confirm whether the
President and the Vice
President would have a
formal one-on-one
meeting to talk about
the government's drug
war.

But he said it would
be up to Robredo, if she
wants to pay a courtesy
call on Duterte at Mala-
canan Palace.

"Nasa sa kanya na
'yun kung gusto pa niy-
ang mag-meeting (It is
up to the Vice President
if she wants to hold a
meeting with the Presi-
dent)," Panelo said.

"Palagay ko dapat
si VP Leni ang mag-re-
quest. Cabinet na siya
eh (Perhaps, VP Leni
should request for a
meeting since she's
already a member of
the Cabinet)," he add-
ed. (PNA)

Senators call for heightened
protocols vs. ASF

MANILA - Two sen-
ators on Thursday urged
the government to height-
en its precautionary mea-
sures to prevent the
spread of the African
swine fever (ASF).

Senator Sherwin
Gatchalian, chair of the

Sale of US rifles to PH a
in progress’: envoy

'‘work

MANILA -- Philippine
Ambassador to the United
States Jose Manuel Romual-
dez on Thursday night said
talks are still ongoing on Ma-
nila's intent to buy some
74,000 M-16 assault rifles
from the US to help address
communist insurgency and
fight terrorism in the country.

"(It's a) work in
progress," Romualdez told
the Philippine News Agency
(PNA) in a text message.

The statement comes
as Foreign Affairs Secre-
tary Teodoro Locsin Jr. re-

iterated on Thursday that
the government is waiting
for Washington to act on
its request to provide the
arms.

Locsin was responding
to a report where Pentagon
urged the Philippines to con-
tinue using America's military
equipment amid Russia's of-
fer to boost its defense ca-
pabilities.

On his official Twitter
account, Locsin said the
US should give the Philip-
pines "good deals" with no
conditions and it will pay.

"Just no conditions
like spare the drug deal-
ers to spare civil soci-
ety’s feelings. Our sol-
diers prefer what
they’re used to, Ameri-
can weaponry. We
need 74,000 M-16s and
3 clips for each to finish
off the Commies. Still
waiting," he said.

Asked what aspects
in the talks the two nations
are having a disconnect,
Romualdez mentioned
concerns raised previous-
ly by the US Congress.

"Only with the US Dem-
ocratic Congress. (And)
concern about de Lima
and Ressa cases," he
said.

To recall, a resolution
was earlier introduced into
the US Congress, calling
on the Philippine govern-
ment to free detained Sen-
ator Leila de Lima and drop
charges against online
news site Rappler CEO
Maria Ressa. Ressa is
facing charges of cyber
libel as well as violation of
the Anti-Dummy Law.

Senate Committee on
Education, Arts and Cul-
ture, called on the De-
partment of Education
(DepEd) to be vigilant
and enjoin schools in
raising awareness and
to exhaust all sanitary
measures to protect stu-
dents from consuming
ASF-positive products.

“Mahalagang mag-
doble ingat ang mga
paaralan lalo na’t mahilig
ang mga bata sa gani-
tong klase ng mga
produktong positibo sa
ASF. (It is important for
schools to be extra care-
ful especially since kids
like to eat processed
meat products, which
were tested positive for
ASF),” Gatchalian said.

“Sa mga feeding
program na isinasagawa
ng DepEd, halimbawa,
dapat siguruhin ng ating
mga guro na gumagamit
sila ng mga malinis at
mapagkakatiwalaang
mga produktong ipaka-
kain sa mga bata (For
the feeding programs
conducted by DepEd,

teachers should ensure
that they are using clean
and trusted products to
feed the children),”
Gatchalian said.

The senator cited re-
ports that processed pork
from China tested positive
for ASF.

The Department of
Agriculture’s (DA) Bureau
of Animal Industry (BAI)
also confirmed that skin-
less longganisa and hot-
dog from Mekeni were
tested positive for ASF.

Gatchalian also ad-
vised DepEd to involve
parents in efforts to raise
awareness on sanitary
practices and preventive
measures.

“While schools play an
important role to protect
our students’ health, it is
important that we also ex-
tend our efforts at the
household level,” Gatch-
alian said.

Senator Francis Pan-
gilinan, meanwhile, said all
sectors in the hog indus-
try must cooperate with
the DA as it implements

measures to prevent the
spread of ASF.

Pangilinan said all con-
cerned sectors must abide
by the following protocols:
surveillance and quick re-
sponse, quarantine check-
points, and culling.

On reports of over-
supply of pork in the coun-
try, Pangilinan suggested
a suspension in the pork
importation and start buy-
ing local.

"This will be a big
boost to local hog-rais-
ers, many of whom are
also farmers seeking to
increase their income
through hog-raising. We
must explore all possible
means to help our back-
yard hog raisers as they
bear the brunt of losing
their source of income,”
he said.

Pangilinan also high-
lighted the vital role of me-
dia, as they are instrumen-
tal in spreading correct in-
formation over the out-
break and lessen the pub-
lic's distrust of uninfected
pork products. (PNA)
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