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MANILA – Mala-
cañang on Thursday
said President Rodrigo
Duterte will still await
the results of the inves-
tigation before deciding
on the fate of Philippine
National Police (PNP)
chief Gen. Oscar Albayal-
de, amid new revelations
against the top cop on his
alleged involvement in the
recycling of illegal drugs
in 2013.

P r e s i d e n t i a l
Spokesperson Salva-
dor Panelo reiterated
that the President will
decide based on De-
partment of the Interior
and Local Government
(DILG) Secretary Edu-
ardo Año’s recommen-
dations after the probe.

“Hayaan mo yung
Senado magimbestiga,
magkaroon sila ng find-
ings, hayaan mo si DILG
Sec magimbestiga (Al-
low the Senate to investi-
gate, get findings, allow
the DILG Secretary to in-
vestigate) and the Presi-
dent will act on them,”
Panelo said in a Palace
briefing.

Panelo said he does
not know whether the
President would be more
inclined to dismiss Albay-
alde following this new
revelation.

“The Office of the
President says through
the President himself, I
will wait for the findings
and recommendations
of DILG” Panelo said.

“Unless there is a
statement to the con-
trary, the presumption is
it remains the same,”
he added.

During a Senate
hearing on Wednesday,
former Criminal Inves-
tigation and Detection
Group (CIDG) deputy
director, Col. Rudy Lac-
adin claimed Albayalde
tried to intervene in the
controversial 2013
drug operation in Pam-
panga when the latter
was provincial police
chief.

Lacadin said Albay-
alde called him up
when he was asked to
investigate the 2013
drug operation.

“Sabi niya (Albayal-
de said), I don’t know if

PRRD awaits DILG probe results
amid new info vs. Albayalde

jokingly, but he said,
‘Actually Sir kaunti lang
naman ang napunta sa
akin diyan (only a few of
that went to me)’,” Lac-
adin quoted Albayalde
as saying.

Albayalde denied
Lacadin’s revelation,
saying other generals

including former CIDG
chief and now Baguio
City Mayor Benjamin
Magalong were gang-
ing him up.

anelo has repeat-
edly assured there
would be “no sacred
cows” in the Duterte
administration.

Duterte earlier said
dismissing a top official
should be done “for a
good reason” and with
“enough proof.”

The President as-
sured that procedural
due process would be
followed and that he
would be “fair.” (PNA)

DOJ summons 'ninja cops' in
2013 Pampanga drug raid

MANILA -- State
prosecutors  on
Thursday  subpoe-
naed 13 police officials
tagged in the legislative
inquiry into the recy-
cling of seized illegal
drugs in Pampanga
in 2013 where Philip-
pine National Police
(PNP) chief, Gen. Oscar
Albayalde, was former-
ly assigned as provin-
cial police director.

Summoned were
Major Rodney Raymun-
do Louie Juico Baloyo
IV, Capt. Joven De Guz-
man Jr., Master Ser-
geants Jules Maniago,
Donald Roque, Ronald
Santos, Romel Vital, Al-

cindor Tinio, Eligio Vale-
roso; Staff Sergeants
Dindo Dizon, Gilbert De
Vera, Encarnacion
Guerrero Jr., Dante Di-
zon and Corporal An-
thony Lacsamana.

The subpoena is in
connection with Justice
Department Order No.
528 dated October 7
issued by Secretary
Menardo Guevarra re-
quiring the 13 police
officers to participate in
the "reinvestigation of
the complaint and to
submit any additional
evidence on October
16".

The subpoena was
signed by Senior As-

sistant State Prosecu-
tor Alexander Q. Suarez
and Assistant State
Prosecutors Josie
Christina T. Dugay and
Gino Paolo S. Santiago.

The case involves
the automatic review of
the dismissal of the
case by the Pampanga
prosecutor against the
policemen who were
facing charges in viola-
tion of Republic Act
9165 (Comprehensive
Dangerous Drugs Act
of 2002) for misappro-
priation, mis-applica-
tion or failure to account
for seized drugs, and
planting of evidence.
(PNA)

MANILA -- The pro-

posed PHP9.39-billion

cut in the budget of the

Department of Health

(DOH) for 2020 could re-

sult in job losses for

some 7,107 public health

nurses next year, Senate

President Pro Tempore

Ralph Recto warned on

Thursday.

Recto said one of

the major programs to

be severely affected by

the DOH budget cut is

the Human Resource

for Health Deployment

Program (HRHDP).

He said the HRHDP

has a total budget of

PHP12.37 billion for this

year while a measly

PHP2.45 billion is pro-

posed for the program

next year, which entails a

deep PHP6.05 billion cut.

“7,107 public health

nurses ang nangan-

gambang mawalan ng

trabaho sa susunod na

taon. Kasing dami ng

mga isla sa ating kapu-

luan (7,107 public

health nurses could

possibly lose their jobs

next year. The number

is as many as the is-

lands of our country),”

Recto said.

“If not reversed, it will

turn us into an archipela-

go of dismissed nurses.

It is a kind of hospital dis-

charge that is the most

unkind,” he added.

Recto said the

PHP2.45 billion would

only cover the continu-

ous employment of

3,854 nurses, out of the

17,293 deployed this

year.

He, however, noted

that there is a pledged

augmentation of PHP7

billion from the Miscella-

neous Personnel Bene-

fits Fund (MPBF), which

means that 6,322 nurs-

es could be funded by the

MPBF and the potential

total comes up to 10,186

hired and rehired in

2020.

The senator warned

that the cut would not only

affect nurses but also

dentists from the current

202 to zero next year and

also technologists from

597 to zero in 2020.

“Lahat-lahat, tinataya

ng DOH na 10,921 na

health personnel who

are currently employed

by the program ang ma-

sisisante sa 2020 (All in

all, the DOH could poten-

tially lose around 10,921

health personnel cur-

rently employed by the

program in 2020),” he

said. “This is equivalent

to 4 in 10. A plague-like

40 percent casualty

rate,” he added.

The Senate leader

suggested increasing

the HRHDP budget to

PHP16 billion in 2020

and requiring the addi-

tional allocation of

PHP6.55 billion to the

program’s PHP9.45 bil-

lion indicative budget.

“We have to do this

because the health pro-

fessional deployment

and dispersal program is

one of the lynchpins of the

Universal Health Care

(UHC) program. Thus,

the UHC should be

launched with a great

leap forward in the

number of doctors,

nurses, dentists, mid-

wives, medical tech-

nologists, and other

health workers to un-

served and under-

served, poor and far-

flung areas,” he said.

“The usual pretext of

absorptive and pro-

curement problems on

why the cuts have to be

inflicted, and why critical

personnel has to be ex-

cised from the commu-

nities they serve, does

not apply in this case,” he

added. (PNA)

DOH budget cut could lead
to layoff of over 7K nurses

MANILA -- Metro-

politan Manila Develop-

ment Authority (MMDA)

spokesperson, Assis-

tant Secretary Celine

Pialago, on Wednes-

day filed a cyber libel

complaint against an

anti-Duterte satire Fa-

cebook page for pub-

lishing “fake news”.

In a message sent

to reporters, Pialago

said she filed the com-

plaint against the pub-

lisher/s of “Pinoy Laugh

Page” at the Philippine

National Police (PNP)

Cybercrime Unit.

The spokesperson

said the complaint was

for a post which con-

tained a picture of her

captioned with: “MMDA

sa commuters: Kung

nahihirapan sumakay,

‘wag na lang pumasok

(MMDA to commuters: if

MMDA spox sues Facebook
page for 'fake news'

you find it hard to com-

mute, then don’t go to

work).”

“I never said this.

And I’m actually on my

way to PNP Camp

Crame to report/file a

complaint on this. Mag-

ing babala sa mahilig

manira ng kapwa at sa

mga mahilig magpa-

kalat ng fake news (Let

this be a warning

against those fond of

character assassina-

tion and distributing

false news),” Pialago

said.

Pialago said the

Facebook page delet-

ed the said post but

she will continue to pur-

sue the identities of

those responsible.

“Ipapahanap ko pa

din mga administra-

tors nito. I suggest na

kapag biktima ng fake

news mag report sa

mga otoridad (I will still

have the administra-

tors found. I suggest to

those victimized by

false news to report the

incident to the authori-

ties),” Pialago said.

CYBER LIBEL

FILED FOR PUBLISH-

ING "FAKE NEWS."

MMDA spokesperson

Celine Pialago re-

sponds in a post

which tagged her tell-

ing commuters to not

bother going to work if

they find it hard to trav-

el. On Wednesday, Pi-

alago filed a cyber li-

bel complaint against

the administrator/s of

the Facebook satire

page. (Screenshot

courtesy of Celine Pi-

alago)

The complaint-affi-

davit indicated a friend

of Pialago tagged her

on the post with the

statement allegedly

declared by her.

“The said statement

is utterly baseless and

fictitious. I completely

and vehemently deny

having declared/stated

such,” Pialago said in the

affidavit.

She added that the

post was shared on Fa-

cebook “solely for the

purpose of discrediting

my reputation and cred-

ibility as MMDA spokes-

person.”

Pialago said the

defamatory post result-

ed in her becoming a

subject of “public ridi-

cule, hatred, and social

bashing.

“Even mga opisyal

natin, walang nagsabi

nito (our officials, no-

body said this). This is

technically and obvi-

ously a fake news, false

statement,” she said.

The MMDA official

said the post had al-

ready been deleted.

Meanwhile, the Phil-

ippine National Police

(PNP) Anti-Cybercrime

Group on Wednesday

vowed to help Pialago in

going after the perpetra-

tors of these posts.

Col. Ramon Gam-

boa, chief of the ACG

cyber response unit,

said they will coordi-

nate with Facebook

and trace the adminis-

trators of the social me-

dia pages.

He said the subject

social media accounts al-

ready seemed to be ficti-

tious.

“'Yung mga identity

ng tao dito, naka-hide

so 'yun 'yung ating ini-

imbestigahan ngayon,

kung sino 'yung (The

identity of the person

here is hidden so that

is what we are investi-

gating now. Who is the)

administrator," Gam-

boa said.

Gamboa also

warned those who will

publish fake news to

stop as police will track

them down and appre-

hend them. (with re-

ports from Christopher

Lloyd Caliwan/PNA)


