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Panelo denies ‘lawyering’ for Albayalde

MANILA -- Presi-
dential Spokesperson
Salvador Panelo on
Thursday denied alle-
gations of acting as
'spokesperson’ of re-
signed Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP)
chief, Gen. Oscar Albay-
alde.

"It is unfortunate
that the honest and ob-
jective observation by
this representation on
the ongoing investiga-
tion of the Senate Blue
Ribbon Committee
has been described by
Senator (Richard) Gor-
don as lawyering for
the embattled former
Philippine National Po-
lice Chief Oscar Albay-
alde," he said in a state-
ment.

Panelo lamented
that Gordon had misun-
derstood his remarks
about the case of Albay-
alde who came under
fire for his supposed
links to "ninja cops" or
policemen involved in
the reselling of seized
illegal drugs.

Panelo explained
that his earlier state-
ment about a former
police general's testi-
mony against Albayalde
was just an "honest
assessment of a pub-
lic proceeding" and an
"exercise of the free-
dom of speech for
which every Filipino cit-
izen is entitled".

"Prior to making my
comments that riled my
friend Senator Dick, |
precisely made clear
that | was not lawyering
for General Albayalde
but was only express-
ing my personal views
as a lawyer on a partic-
ular subject that | was
queried about," he add-
ed.

Gordon, chair of
Senate Blue Ribbon
Committee, which con-
ducted an investigation
on Albayalde's sup-
posed participation in
the recycling of illegal
drugs, told Panelo to
stop speaking on be-
half of the embattled
police chief.

The senator's
statement came after
Panelo on Monday dis-
missed as "hearsay"
the testimony of former
Criminal Investigation

and Detection Group
chief and now Baguio
City Mayor Benjamin
Magalong that Albayal-
de had attempted to in-
fluence the dismissal
order against his 13
former subordinates
accused of being “nin-
ja cops”.

During previous
Senate hearings, Mag-
along claimed that Al-
bayalde, former Pam-
panga provincial police
director, lobbied
against the order to dis-
miss 13 Pampanga
cops supposedly in-
volved in the recycling
of seized illegal drugs
from a 2013 police anti-
drug operation against
a suspected Chinese
drug lord.

Other than Mag-
along, retired police
general Rudy Lacadin
also alleged that Albay-
alde made an admis-
sion, during a 2014
phone call, of receiving
a portion of dirty money
from the reselling of il-
legal drugs, an accusa-
tion already denied by

the former PNP chief.

Panelo, defending
his earlier statement,
said in his latest re-
marks that fairness
"should - and must al-
ways be the hallmark of
a legislative inquiry".

He insisted that Al-
bayalde remains inno-
cent unless results of
the Senate investiga-
tion prove otherwise.

"The constitutional
rights of any resource
person must be respect-
ed at all times - and on all
accounts. That is what
due process is all about,"
he said.

"It is basic that a
conclusion of guilt
should be pronounced
only after an investiga-
tion or hearing, or a
senate inquiry for that
matter, has been termi-
nated, with both sides
being given the oppor-
tunity to be heard - and
not while it is going on,"
he said.

He expressed opti-
mism that Gordon
would not let Albayalde
"be adjudged guilty

even prior to the termi-
nation of the proceed-
ings".

Panelo said his
stance on the issue
hounding Albayalde
"cannot - and should
not - be viewed as a
challenge or an affront
to the Senate Blue Rib-
bon Committee, its
chairmanship or its
present investigation".

"| categorically ex-
plained on national tele-
vision that it is within the
Senate's mandate, as
well as its duty to con-
duct investigations to
ferret out the truth of a
controversy, in order to
aid them in legislating
and crafting instrumen-
tal laws of our land," he
said.

"| stated at the out-
set that | was doing so
with all due respect to
the resource persons
who were accusing
General Albayalde of
wrongdoings, as well
as to my government
colleagues in the Sen-
ate," Panelo added.
(PNA)

PH poverty projected to be
at 18.7% in 2021: WB

MANILA -- Poverty
incidence in the Philip-
pines is expected to fall
below 20 percent in
2020 and further de-
cline until 2021, a year
before President Rod-
rigo Duterte's term
ends, according to the
projections made by
the World Bank (WB).

In its latest Macro
Poverty Outlook for East
Asia and the Pacific
Report, the World Bank
expects the poverty rate
in the Philippines at
20.8 percent by the end
of 2019, down from the
estimated 24.5 percent
in 2016.

The World Bank
had estimated the Phil-
ippines' poverty inci-
dence at 23.1 percent
in 2017 and 21.9 per-
cent in 2018.

In its latest report,
the World Bank saw
the poverty rate in the
Philippines further de-
clining to 19.8 percent
in 2020 and 18.7 per-
cent in 2021.

Presidential

Spokesperson Salva-
dor Panelo on Thurs-
day said the Palace
welcomed as "good
news" the latest report
of World Bank, which
"recognizes the
strength and resiliency
of our domestic econo-
my."
Panelo also
thanked Duterte's eco-
nomic and poverty re-
duction teams for doing
a "splendid job in the
past three years in mov-
ing the Philippines on-
wards," despite criti-
cisms hurled against
the administration.
"We consider this
projection as consis-
tent with the goal of our
Philippine Develop-
ment Plan crafted in
2017 where our eco-
nomic managers tar-
geted to reduce poverty
incidence to 14 percent
at the end of the term of
President Duterte in
2022. This is equivalent
to about six million peo-
ple that are to be lifted
out of poverty," he said

in a statement.

The number of Filipi-
nos living below the pov-
erty line fell to 21 percent
in the first half of 2018,
compared to the 27.6 per-
cent registered in the first
half of 2015, based on
data released by the Phil-
ippine Statistics Authority
in April.

The dramatic decline
in poverty has embold-
ened Duterte's promise of
reducing poverty inci-
denceto 14 percent by the
end of his term.

Panelo said Duterte's
office was optimistic that
state departments and
offices would double their
efforts in implementing
the government's anti-
poverty initiatives.

"While this is proof
that genuine and palpa-
ble change has indeed
come, the Palace ex-
pects all officials and
employees of relevant
departments and agen-
cies to double their ef-
forts as they strive to
provide more pro-
grams that our country-

Duterte admits firing
PNOC-EC chief

MANILA -- President Rodrigo
Duterte admitted Thursday that he
had sacked Philippine National Qil
Company - Exploration Corpora-
tion (PNPC-EC) president and chief
executive officer (CEO) Pedro Aqui-
no Jr.

Duterte made the admission
when he attended the 45th Philip-
pine Business Conference and
Expo at the Manila Hotel in Ermita,
Manila on Thursday night.

Irked by the "idiotic" deal the
PNOC-EC had entered into with
Russian oil giant Rosneft Oil Com-
pany, the President said he asked
Aquino to tender his resignation.

Duterte said he had discovered
that Rosneft was left unaware of
the supposed irregularities in the
oil and gas development contract
it signed with PNOC-EC in 2017.

"| just fired yesterday a subsid-
iary of PNOC. It's a company. Here
is a guy (Aquino) who prepared a
contract with the Russians. Well,
the Russians thought that was all
there is to it," he said.

On Tuesday, Presidential
Spokesperson Salvador Panelo
announced that Duterte had boot-
ed Aquino out of the PNOC-EC due
to "loss of confidence".

Aquino's firing stemmed from
the multilateral agreement on de-
velopment of multilateral deal
signed by the PNOC-EC, Rosneft,
and Hong Kong-based firm Pio-
naire Finance Limited in June
2017.

The deal was supposed to de-
velop multilateral cooperation on oil
and products trading among the
three signatories, but Duterte
stressed that he could not accept
that Aquino acted on his own with-
out getting permission from the

PNOC-EC Board.

Duterte said Aquino's act was
clearly opposed to the govern-
ment's rules and regulations.

"He wanted now the Board of
Trustees to ratify what he prepared.
Kaya sabi ko, 'Adre, abugado ka?'
Sabi niya, 'Yes.' Sabi ko, 'Anong
kalokohan mo na baligtad? (So |
told him, 'Are you a lawyer?; He
said, 'Yes.' | said, 'But it's a stupid
act when you took the wrong direc-
tion)," the President said.

"Instead of you na given the
power to draft, to prepare, whatnot,
and then after that have it approved
by the Board of Directors? Baligtad
ang gusto mo eh. lkaw ang [guma-
wa ng] contract (You went to the
opposite direction. You crafted the
contract) and you want the Board of
Directors to ratify your idiotic con-
tract," he said.

Earlier Thursday, Panelo said
Rosneft has to forge a new con-
tract with the Duterte administration,
since its previous deal with the
PNOC-EC to develop oil and gas
resources in the Philippines was
deemed invalid.

He noted that the Russian oil
firm had already expressed intent
to invest in the Philippines.

“Maganda nga 'yung proposal
pero hindi nasunod 'yung stages
of bidding and vetting (The propos-
al is good, but the stages of bid-
ding and betting have not been fol-
lowed). So they have to reapply to
bid,” Panelo said in a Palace me-
dia briefing.

“They have to start from kung
anong stage ang dapat na gawin
nila. 'Yun ang gagawin nila (They
have to start from the first stage.
That's what they need to do),” he
added. (PNA)

Up to PH to request help on

nuclear tech: Russian envoy

MANILA-- Russia is
ready to provide the Phil-
ippines assistance in ex-
ploring nuclear energy in
the country should it re-
quest, Russian Ambassa-
dor to the Philippines Igor
Khovaev said on Thurs-
day.

"l would like to empha-
size that it's up to you Fili-
pinos to decide whether
you'll use sophisticated
nuclear technology or not.
As for us Russians, we
are ready to discuss any

men, especially those
belonging to the mar-
ginalized sector, can
beneficially take advan-
tage of," he said. (PNA)

option of cooperation, we
are ready to offer our so-
phisticated nuclear tech-
nologies, we are ready to
help you build nuclear
power plants, including
the floating nuclear barg-
es," he said in a CNN Phil-
ippines interview.

The envoy said Rus-
sian technology in terms of
nuclear energy is one of
the most sophisticated and
safest in the world.

In around 30 coun-
tries, the envoy said nu-
clear facilities built by Mos-
cow are functioning with
no reported incident yet.

"The development of
our nuclear industry has
no incident. By the way,
Chernobyl Power Station

is located in Ukraine, notin
Russia," he said.

Russia and the Philip-
pines recently signed a
memorandum of intent to
explore the possible con-
struction of nuclear pow-
er plants in the country,
which was among the 10
business agreements dur-
ing President Rodrigo Du-
terte's visit to Sochi.

But according to Mal-
acanang, a nuclear ener-
gy deal between the two
states is still “uncertain”
due to the issue of consti-
tutionality.

On this area of coop-
eration, Khovaeyv, for his
part, believes ties on en-
ergy should not be limited
to nuclear technology.



