DPWH CONDUCTS DAMAGE
ASSESSMENT ON MINDANAO
QUAKE-HIT AREAS

MANILA -- Disaster risk
reduction management
teams have been deployed
to check the structural integ-
rity of infrastructure in areas
affected by the earthquake
that jolted parts of Mindan-
ao on Wednesday evening,
the Department Public
Works and Highways
(DPWH) said on Thursday.

According to DPWH
Secretary Mark Villar, the
Regional and District Engi-
neering Offices in Mindan-
ao have been directed to
immediately conduct rapid
damage assessment and
analysis to determine the
extent of impacts and as-
sess infrastructures such
as roads, bridges, major
establishments, and gov-
ernment-owned buildings,
to ensure public safety.

“To determine the phys-
ical damaged to infrastruc-
ture, structural integrity in-
spection of bridges along
national roads are now be-
ing conducted by the DPWH
Task Force in the regions
and districts,” he said in a
statement.

Villar also offered the
DPWH technical assistance
in conducting assessment
of private buildings due to
their vulnerabilities to seis-
mic-induced damages as
well as the presence of
structural deficiencies.

DPWH Cotabato 2nd
District Engineer Elpidio
Birog, meanwhile, ordered
the pre-positioning of gov-
ernment equipment assets
at Paco-Roxas-Arakan Val-
ley Road, Poblacion Mag-
pet-Binay-Nowa-Basak-
Temporan-Badiangon-
Greenfield Road, Kida-
pawan-llomavic Tourist
Road, and Davao-Cotaba-
to Road for emergency
clearing operations.

Based on an initial re-
port from DPWH Region 12,
all national road networks
in SOCCSKSARGEN
(South Cotabato, Cotabato,
Sultan Kudarat, Sarangani
and General Santos City)
are passable.

The DPWH Davao Del
Sur, Davao Oriental 1st, and
Compostela Valley District
Engineering Offices have

reported that national roads
and bridges under their ju-
risdiction are also pass-
able.

With this, Village encour-
aged the public to call the
DPWH Hotline 165-02
which is open 24/7 for re-

ports, inspection requests
and rescue operations
brought about by the recent
earthquake.

As a member of the Na-
tional Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management
Council (NDRRMC), the

DPWH is responsible for
improving infrastructure
systems through infrastruc-
ture assessment, rehabili-
tation and reconstruction
programs, as well as road
clearance, in times of disas-
ters. (PNA)

50 rookie cops take
oath as AKG members

MANILA -- A total of 50
police recruits took their
oath as new members of
the Philippine National Po-
lice — Anti-Kidnapping
Group (PNP-AKG).

In a statement released
Thursday, AKG spokesper-
son, Lt. Col. Elmer Cereno,
said AKG director, Col. Jon-
nel Estomo, administered
the mass oath-taking of
new police recruits in a sim-
ple ceremony in Camp
Crame on Wednesday.

Estomo said the new
recruits should consider
this activity as a golden op-
portunity as the AKG’s re-

cruitment and screening
process is strict.

He also noted the impor-
tance of the presence of
families, relatives, and
friends of the police recruits
during their oath-taking.

Cereno said 148 people
had applied to the AKG but only
78 applicants reportedly un-
derwent the sequential stag-
es of recruitment, such as the
physical agility test; psychiat-
ric/psychological examination;
physical, medical and dental
examination; drug test; and
character background investi-
gation. “Only 42 applicants
have successfully passed the

sequential stages of recruit-
ment and (were) recommend-
ed for Committee Delibera-
tion,” Cereno said.

He said that after due
deliberation conducted by
the committee, the 42 qual-
ified applicants composed
of 12 females and 30 males
were screened and select-
ed for the regular quota.

Cereno said the re-
maining eight applicants --
seven females, and one
male — were filled up by the
Directorate for Personnel
and Records Management
to complete the 50 quota
personnel for AKG. (PNA)

House to survey members’ view
on divorce, controversial bills

MANILA -- The leadership
of the House of Representa-
tives will conduct a survey to
determine the views of law-
makers in navigating the fate of
controversial measures, includ-
ing the proposed law legalizing
absolute divorce and the death
penalty, Speaker Alan Peter
Cayetano said Thursday.

“The House will be conduct-
ing, during the break and the
first week of November, a sur-
vey to ask the members of the
House, ‘Ano sa tingin ninyo ang
divorce? Ano tingin n’yo ang
death penalty? Ano ang tingin
n’yo sa federalism? Ano ang tin-
gin niyo sa Charter change? But
as I've said, maraming contro-
versial diyan (What are your
views on divorce, death penal-
ty, federalism and Charter
change? There are a lot of con-
troversial bills out there),” Cay-
etano said in a media interview.

“We have to act depending
on our conscience, pero babal-
ansehin din natin ‘yun sa prior-
ities ng administrasyon (but we

also have to balance it with the
priorities of the administration).
Kung ‘yung konsensya natin at
gusto ng administrasyon ay
pareho, wala tayong problema
(If our conscience and the pri-
orities of the administration are
similar, there is no problem),” he
said.

Cayetano said bills that en-
joy wide support or consensus
from the majority of House mem-
bers will be prioritized.

“I will not stop (the pro-
cess), but we will act with cau-
tion on bills that have no con-
sensus,” he said, citing the is-
sue of divorce, as an example.

Cayetano said he is per-
sonally against divorce, but
assured the public that he
would not block the free flow
of intelligent debates on the is-
sue, which ironically is being
pushed by his sister, Senator
Pia Cayetano who is separat-
ed from her husband.

The lady senator filed Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 288 to legalize di-
vorce on certain conditions

while at least four similar bills
had been filed at the House of
Representatives.

“l can tell you my personal
stand, pero hindi lang ako ang
masusunod (but | am not the
only one who will decide). So |
can assure you of full debates
and discussions on this issue,”
Cayetano said.

Nevertheless, he acknowl-
edged the need to find a solu-
tion for couples who are
trapped in a failed or troubled
marriage, owing to the possi-
bility that children caught in the
marital conflict might suffer
trauma.

“Definitely for impossible
marriages, ibig sabihin ‘yung
ginugulpi ‘yung asawa (such as
in the case of a battered
spouse) ‘yung psychologically
incapacitated, we have to find
a solution. Some believe that
divorce is a solution, some, like
me, do not believe that divorce
is a solution. Let the committees
and the plenary debate this,”
Cayetano said. (PNA)
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Prayer for Healing

JESUS, may Your pure and healthy blood
circulate in my ailing organism, and may Your
pure and healthy body transform my weak
body, and may a healthy and vigorous life
throb within me, if it is truly Your holy will
Amen.

O BLOOD AND WATER WHICH
FLOWED OUT FROM THE HEART OF
JESUS AS A FOUNTAIN OF MERCY FOR
US, I TRUST IN YOU!

Holy God Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immortal One, Have Mercy on us
and on the whole world Amen.

3 O’'CLOCK PRAYER

“You died Jesus, but the source of life flowed out
for souls and the ocean of mercy opened up for
the whole world. O Fountain of Life immeasurable
Divine Mercy, cover the whole world and empty
Yourself out upon us.”

“O Blood and Water which flowed out from the
heart of Jesus as a Fountain of Mercy for us, |
trust in you!”

“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One
have mercy on us and on the whole world.” (3x)
Amen.

Jesus, King of Mercy, | trust in you!

ACGEPTING ADS THRU: (046 434-6167/0997-9088638




