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Indian
President
arrives for

5-day

state
visit in PH

MANILA -- Indian
President Ram Nath
Kovind arrived at the Ni-
noy Aquino International
Airport (NAIA) on Thurs-
day afternoon for his
five-day state visit upon
the invitation of Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte.

He was onboard a
chartered Air India flight
that touched down in Ma-
nila at 4:24 p.m.

Kovind was wel-
comed by Chief of Pres-
idential Protocol and
Presidential Assistant on
Foreign Affairs Robert
Borje, Department of
Health (DOH) Secretary
Francisco Duque Ill, DOH
Undersecretary Lilibeth
David, Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA)
Undersecretary Enrique
Manalo, Philippine Am-
bassador to India Ramon
Bagatsing Jr., Pasay
City Mayor Imelda Calix-
to-Rubiano, Manila Inter-
national Airport Authori-
ty General Manager Ed
Monreal, Indian Ambas-
sador to the Philippines
Jaideep Mazumdar and
Mrs. Parvati Mazumdar,
and Defense Attache
Sandeep Marathe.

He is the third Indian
leader to make a state visit
here since the establish-
ment of the Philippines-In-
dia bilateral relations in
1949.

The DFA earlier said
Kovind and Duterte will
hold a bilateral meeting on
Oct. 18 in Malacafiang to
discuss areas of mutual
interest, including political,
economic, cultural, and
people-to-people engage-
ment.

During his state visit
from Oct. 17 to 21,
Kovind is also set to
meet with members of
the Indian community in
the Philippines and the
Filipino beneficiaries of
the Mahaveer Philippine
Foundation Inc.

He will also attend
events organized by the
Federation of Indian Cham-
bers of Commerce (Phil)
Inc. (FICCI). (PNA)

Solon wants to legalize
motorcycles-for-hire

MANILA - Senator
Edgardo "Sonny" Anga-
ra has filed a measure
seeking to legalize the
operation of motorcy-
cles-for-hire.

Angara filed Senate
Bill 1025, which seeks
to amend the Land
Transportation and
Traffic Code, to allow
motorcycles to be reg-
istered with the Land
Transportation Office as
“for hire” and may be used
as a commercial vehicle
to transport passengers
and goods.

In a statement on
Thursday, he said the
worsening traffic prob-
lem in Metro Manila
and the frequently
bogged-down mass
transit systems high-
light the need to provide
commuters with an al-
ternative mode of trans-
portation, such as mo-
torcycles-for-hire or
"habal-habal".

He, however, noted
that the “increasingly-
popular mode of trans-
port” is still considered
illegal under the Land
Transportation and
Traffic Code, which cov-
ers the registration and
operation of all motor
vehicles in the country.

He cited the case of
motorcycle ride-hailing
service Angkas, which
was allowed to operate
for six months starting
last June 8 as part of a
pilot-run of "motorcycle
taxis".

“Commuting in
Metro Manila has be-
come very challenging.
A typical commuter has
to allocate at least two
hours to get to work or
school and that s if their
regular modes of trans-
port are available. What
if the MRT breaks
down? Kulang pa ang
dalawang oras mo sa
byahe (Two hours
would not be enough
for the commute),” An-
gara said.

“Tulad nitong nang-
yari sa LRT-2 na na-
sunog. Libo-libong Pil-
ipino ang naperwisyo
nito at karamihan sa
kanila ay habal na ang
sinasakyan para mas
mabilis makarating sa

destinasyon nila at
mas mura din ito kum-
para sa Grab (Just like
the fire incident in LRT-
2, thousands of Filipi-
nos were inconve-
nienced and most of
them resorted to the
use of the habal-habal
as a mode of transpor-
tation to reach their
destination because
it's cheaper compared
to Grab),” he added.

Republic Act 4136,
or the Land Transpor-
tation and Traffic Code,
only allows the registra-
tion of motorcycles for
either private or govern-
ment use and prohibit
its listing as a vehicle
for hire.

“However, individu-
als and even unaccred-
ited transport groups,
continue to utilize mo-
torcycles for public
transport despite (the)
explicit prohibition of
such operation under

the same law,” Angara
said.

Under the bill, a
motorcycle must have a
minimum engine dis-
placement of 125 cubic
cm. and a backbone-
type built to be regis-
tered for transporting
passengers.

The Land Trans-
portation Office (LTO)
will be tasked to ensure
the roadworthiness of
motorcycles-for-hire
before they are regis-
tered.

To further ensure
their safety, no modifi-
cations on the motorcy-
cles would be allowed,
except for the installa-
tion, based on safe en-
gineering design spec-
ifications, of motorcycle
luggage carriers, sad-
dlebags, step boards
or footpegs, and appro-
priate speed limiter and
monitoring device.
(PNA)

PRRD frustration over

‘ninja cops’ a challenge
to overcome: PNP

MANILA -- The act-
ing chief of the Philip-
pine National Police
(PNP) on Thursday
said President Rodrigo
Duterte's disappoint-
ment towards the insti-
tution over the issue on
'ninja cops' is a chal-
lenge for them to over-
come.

“It's a challenge on
my leadership dahil
OIC (officer-in-charge)
ako that | should do
something about the
impression of the Pres-
ident. It should take
upon me, dapat may
initiative kung ano ang
dapat kong gawin at
pine-prepare ko yan.
(It's a challenge on my
leadership because |
am the OIC. | should do
something about the
impression of the Pres-
ident. It should take it

Bl stops 4 Dubai-bound
household workers at NAIA

MANILA -- Four un-
documented overseas
Filipino workers (OFWs)
were stopped at the Ni-
noy Aquino International
Airport (NAIA) while at-
tempting to leave for
Bangkok in the guise of
being tourists, the Bureau
of Immigration (Bl) said
Thursday.

According to Bl port
operations division chief
Grifton Medina, the wom-
en, who were supposed
to be recruited to work in
Dubai, were intercepted
by the Bureau’s travel
control and enforcement
unit (TCEU) as they are
about to board a flight to
Bangkok last October 9.

“They pretended that
they all knew each other
as they were co-workers
and friends. But our im-
migration officers found
numerous inconsisten-
cies in their statements,”
he said in a statement.

“They all eventually
admitted having United
Arab Emirates (UAE)
visas in their posses-
sion and that their final
destination is Dubai
where they were recruit-

ed to work as house-
hold service workers,”
Medina added.

Aside from the four
women, he said that an-
other woman, who alleg-
edly recruited them and
was supposed to ac-
company them on their
trip, was also barred from
leaving.

Medina added that
they were all turned
over to the Inter-Agency
Council Against Traf-
ficking (IACAT) for in-
vestigation and filing of
appropriate charges.

On the other hand,
BI TCEU chief Timotea
Barizo said the women
initially claimed to be
employed at the travel
agency owned by their
recruiter, who also ar-
ranged their trip to
Bangkok.

“During the immi-
gration inspection, the
recruiter would act as
the spokesperson for
the entire group. She
kept on answering for
everyone and has ev-
eryone’s documenta-
tion. This caused our
officers to further doubt

their story, hence they
verified and eventually
discovered the deceit,”
she said.

“We are noticing
here a pattern where
trafficking victims are
being made to appear
as employees of their
recruiters. But such a
scheme will not work
anymore, luma na yan
(that is already old), we
knew of this trick a long
time ago,” Barizo add-
ed.

The names of the
passengers were not
divulged to a prohibition
in the anti-trafficking
law.

For his part, Bl
Commissioner Jaime
Morente warned anew
those wanting to work
abroad to follow exist-
ing rules and require-
ments.

“We are in the midst
of an intensified cam-
paign against human
trafficking, thus we are
warning aspiring
OFWSs to comply with
the rules and require-
ments for overseas
workers,” he said.

upon me to have the
initiative on what will |
do, and | am preparing
for that),” PNP officer-
in-charge, Lt. Gen. Arch-
ie Francisco Gamboa
said, in a radio inter-
view.

In a news report,
Duterte had a closed-
door command confer-
ence with top PNP offi-
cials on Tuesday night
where he expressed
his disappointment
over the involvement of
police officers in illegal
drugs despite the dou-
bling of their salaries
and grant of additional
benefits.

Gamboa said they
will meet this week to
determine the perfor-
mance of his com-
manders aside from a
command conference
next week.

“As a matter of
fact, | will be holding
an evaluative confer-
ence this week and
then another com-
mand conference
with all PNP com-
manders on Wednes-
day,” he added.

Gamboa earlier
said he will present
before the media the
PNP accomplish-
ments in connection
with the campaign
against rogue officers.

PNP spokesper-
son, Brig. Gen. Ber-
nard Banac, said they
fully understand the
sentiments of the
President.

“Tinatanaw nam-
ing ito na isang ha-
mon para sa buong
hanay para sa pagba-
bago at makaka-asa
ang ating mga kaba-
bayan na ang PNP ay
magpapatuloy sa pa-
glilingkod,” (We look
at this as a big chal-
lenge to us for us to
further improve. Our
countrymen can ex-
pect that the PNP will
continue to perform
its mandate,” Banac
told reporters when
sought for a comment
on Thursday.

“Naroon yung pina-

hayag niya (President
Duterte) ang kanyang
saloobin at ang kan-
yang kalungkutan kaya
bilang ama, bilang
Commander in Chief,
tinatanggap naming ito
bilang hamon para sa
pagbabago. (We un-
derstand the President
for expressing disap-
pointment to the PNP.
As our Commander-in-
Chief, we see his state-
ment as a challenge for
a change to the entire
ranks),” Banac noted.

Meanwhile, the PNP
spokesperson con-
firmed that resigned
PNP chief, Gen. Oscar
Albayalde, already va-
cated the 'White
House', the official res-
idence of the PNP chief
inside Camp Crame,
Quezon City.

The move is in
preparation for the turn-
over to the next PNP
chief on October 29,
which has yet to be
named by President
Rodrigo Duterte.

On Monday, Albayal-
de stepped down as
the country's top cop
and went on a non-duty
status ahead of his
mandatory retirement
on November 8.

His resignation
came amid the con-
troversies hounding
him in connection
with activities of 13
policemen from
Pampanga when he
was still the provin-
cial director in 2013.

The assumption of
command ceremony
for the next PNP chief
is set on October 29.

Aside from Gam-
boa, concurrent Depu-
ty Chief for Administra-
tion, other contenders
to the post are Lt. Gen.
Camilo Pancratius
Cascolan, Deputy
Chief for Operations;
and Maj. Gen. Guiller-
mo Eleazar, Chief of the
PNP Directorial Staff.

Gamboa and Cas-
colan belong to PMA
Class of 1986, while
Eleazar is from PMA
Class of 1987. (PNA)



