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MANILA -- The National Bureau of Investiga-
tion (NBI) has nabbed two individuals who
scammed liquor wholesalers and distributors by
pretending to be officials of the Philippine Amuse-
ment and Gaming Corporation (Pagcor) and the
Filipino Chinese Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (FFCCCII) to acquire millions of pesos
worth of local brandy using fake checks.

In a press briefing Wednesday, the NBI Spe-
cial Task Force presented suspects Joseph Lua of
Barangay Santo Rosario in Capas, Tarlac; and Eliza-
beth Torres of Dagat-dagatan, Navotas who were
nabbed in an entrapment operation in Malabon City
on October 18, a day after their latest scam.

The two pretended to be representatives of
the FFCCCII and Pagcor to victimize local busi-
nesses using fake and falsified checks under the
name of the said institutions.

The first transaction was on September 27
when a man introducing himself as Michael Tan
from the FFCCCII ordered premium liquors
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2 nabbed for buying liquor
using fake checks

amounting to PHP486,480. They agreed to meet
at an undisclosed storage area where Tan picked
up the goods and paid with a check.

The check upon deposit was returned for be-
ing outdated.

On September 28, another call was received
from a man this time introducing himself as Phil-
ip Dy and ordered 100 cases of liquor.

They agreed to meet in Eastwood. A certain
"Jeric" arrived to pick up the liquor and paid with a
check amounting to PHP649,900. The check was
declined by the bank as it was fake.

The latest incident happened on October 17
when a certain lawyer Jose Tria purportedly of
Pagcor ordered 1,000 bottles and agreed to meet
at Winford Hotel in Manila.

The delivered items were tagged by the NBI
with global positioning system (GPS) trackers
which allowed lawmen to apprehend the prod-
ucts while it was being transferred to another truck
in Malabon City. (PNA)

MANILA -- President

Rodrigo Duterte was ad-

vised to rest and take pain

medications following the

pain he has been experi-

encing on the spinal pel-

vic area of his body, Sen-

ator Christopher “Bong”

Go said on Wednesday.

Go did not provide

much detail on the Presi-

dent’s medical checkup or

which hospital he visited

at dawn Wednesday.

However, he admitted that

Duterte was advised to

rest until the weekend and

to avoid walking too much.

The former aide said the

President was also given

pain killers for his “muscle

spasms” and underwent a

magnetic resonance imaging

(MRI) scan.

“May mga medisina na

dapat at kailangan po mag-

pahinga ang Pangulo (The

President has to take some

medicines and needs to

rest). He was advised to

PRRD advised to rest
until weekend: Go

rest,” Go said in an interview

over PTV-4.

“Sakit n’ya ngayon, mus-

cle spasm lang: Ang kinaba-

hala namin at first kung tinama-

an ang kanyang spine since

it was unbearable pain nga

po ang nararamdaman niya

kahapon pero salamat po sa

Panginoon at wala naman

pong dapat ikabahala (His di-

agnosis now is just muscle

spasms. What we were

worried about at first is if his

spine was injured since he

experienced unbearable pain

yesterday but thank God

there is no cause for con-

cern),” he added.

Go also said Duterte’s

minor motorcycle accident

last week was “most like-

ly” the cause of his back

pain since he had difficul-

ty bending.

He said the President

started complaining about

back pain during his flight to

Japan and he was asked to

purchase a cane while there.

“Papunta pa yata ng

Japan, pero mas grabe

nung nasa Japan na. Sig-

uro sa lamig din siguro (I

think the pain started when

he was on his way to Ja-

pan but it worsened when

we reached Japan. Per-

haps it’s because of the

cold weather),” Go said.

Meanwhile, Go reas-

sured the public that Du-

terte’s medical condition is

no cause for concern.

“Ako na po ang maga-

assure sa inyo (I can assure

you) nothing to worry, purely

muscle spasms po yun at

kailangan lang po niya ng pa-

hinga ng ating Pangulo (and

all the President needs is

rest),” Go said.

Go said Duterte will be

welcoming Chinese Vice

Premier Hu Chuanhua on

Thursday despite being

advised to rest.

“Darating ang Vice

Premier ng China tomor-

row, haharapin niya ito.

Kaya naman (The Vice

Premier of China is arriv-

ing tomorrow, the Presi-

dent will face him. I think

he can manage),” Go said.

“Alam mo si Pangulo,

kahit na may nararamdamang

sakit talagang magtatrabaho,

tatayo yan, mataas ang

threshold niya sa sakit (You

know the President, even if

he feels ill, he continues to

work, he’ll get up, he has a

high threshold for pain),” he

added.

Duterte had to cut

short his fourth official

visit to Japan after com-

plaining of unbearable

back pain.

However, the Presi-

dent was still able to at-

tend the historic enthrone-

ment ceremony of Japa-

nese Emperor Naruhito.

He was represented

by his daughter, Mayor

Sara Duterte of Davao City,

at the banquet for the cele-

bration of Emperor Naruhito's

accession to the throne at

the Imperial Palace in Tokyo

on Tuesday. (PNA)

MANILA -- Senator
Risa Hontiveros on
Wednesday chided the
Private Hospitals Asso-
ciation of the Phi-
lippines, Inc. (PHAPi)
after the group threa-
tened not to renew its
members' PhilHealth
accreditation over un-
paid claims, saying the
move is an “attack on
the people's right to

Hospital group’s threat an attack
on people’s rights to UHC

universal health care.”
"Amid epidemics

left and right, the threat
by several private hos-
pitals not to renew their
PhilHealth accreditaion
and deny service to
(PhilHealth) members
is not only shocking
and callous, but it also
borders on the crimi-
nal,” Hontiveros said in
a statement.

"Ang mga hospital
ay dapat nanggaga-
mot, hindi nananakot at
nagdadamot (Hospi-
tals should be treating
people, not threatening

and denying treat-
ment)," she added

The senator said she
hopes that PHAPI will re-
consider its plan, as mil-
lions of PhilHealth mem-
bers would be deprived
of access to adequate
hospital care and treat-
ment.

However, Honti-
veros warned that if the
association makes
good its threat, the gov-
ernment might as well
revoke the PHAPi
members’ license to
operate.

"I hear the concern

of some private hos-
pitals. I understand the
need to balance the
right to do business
and provide health care
services. But threatening
the public with health care
denial is wrong and
again, cannot be tolerat-
ed,” she said.

“I know that the ma-
jority of private hospitals
don't think this way. But
to those who think they
can take hostage the
people's right to univer-
sal health care, you are
in the wrong business,"
Hontiveros said. (PNA)

MANILA -- All the 42

airports operated by the

Civil Aviation Authority of

the Philippines (CAAP) are

now ready for the pas-

senger influx this "Undas"

(All Saint's Day), a spokes-

person announced on

Wednesday.

Eric Apolonio said gen-

erally, there is an average

of 8 percent increase in the

passenger volume every

"Undas".

He said for the whole

month of November in 2018,

the CAAP airports have wel-

comed 2,085,148 domestic

and international passen-

gers.

PH airports expect 8%
rise in passenger volume

during 'Undas'
CAAP has already co-

ordinated with the Office for

Transport Security and the

PNP Aviation Security Group

with regard to baggage

screening and security. Ad-

ditional security measures will

also be observed.

In a statement on

Wednesday, CAAP has

advised passengers not to

bring prohibited items for

faster screening at the

checkpoints.

Earlier, the Manila Inter-

national Airport Authority

(MIAA) also announced its

readiness for the expect-

ed passenger influx.

There will be help

desks at the Ninoy Aqui-

no International Airport

(NAIA) where passengers

could inquire regarding their

concerns. MIAA general

manager Ed Monreal also

met with airline operators to

give them guidelines for a

smoother operation.

Flag carrier Philippine

Airlines (PAL) reminded

its customers to be at the

airport three hours before

the flight schedule (inter-

national) and two hours

before a domestic flight.

Passengers are ad-

vised to check their flight sta-

tus before heading to the air-

port.


