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Albayalde won't quit as PNP chief French submarine fits’
PH Navy requirement

MANILA -- Philip-
pine National Police
(PNP) chief, Gen. Os-
car Albayalde on
Wednesday said he
has no intention to re-
sign from his post, not-
ing that he still enjoys
the trust and confi-
dence of President Ro-
drigo Duterte despite
allegations dragging
him to the “ninja cops”
issue.

“Abogado  ang
ating President hindi
po yan nagde-decide
based on accusation
at naging piskal yan.
(Our President is a law-
yer. He is not the type
to decide based only
on accusations as he
also served as a fis-
cal.) He acts on the
basis of evidence,
kaya sabi niya (that's
why he said) he will
leave that up to Secre-
tary (Eduardo Afo) of
DILG (Department of

the Interior and Local
Government). Alam nyo
naman ang ugali ng
ating Pangulo pag tala-
gang ayaw ka na niya,
ayaw ka na niya (You
know the President's
attitude. If he doesn't
like you, he really
doesn't like you),” Albay-
alde said in a radio in-
terview.

Albayalde, who
served as Pampanga
provincial police chief at
the time of the assailed
anti-drug raid, was re-
lieved from his post due
to command responsi-
bility.

The 13 erring cops
were ordered dismis-
sed but the penalty was
reduced to demotion
after a motion for recon-
sideration was filed on
March 14, 2016.

Albayalde, who is up
for mandatory retire-
ment on November 8,
said it would be up to

the President to decide
his fate.

“I will wait for the
President’s decision
and | will wait for (Inte-
rior) Secretary (Eduar-
do) Ano’s decision,” Al-
bayalde said in a sep-
arate television inter-
view.

“Whatever they say,
as | have said, | am ex-
pendable,” he added.

He said this attack
against him affects the
PNP as a whole, inclu-
ding the government’s
campaign against ille-

gal drugs.
“It also affects the
campaign against

crimes and corruption.
These attacks are di-
rected against our rep-
utation, including me,
who leads the war on
drugs. You be the judge.
See it for yourselves,” the
PNP chief said.
Meanwhile, PNP
spokesperson, Brig.

Gen. Bernard Banac
said there is no need for
a loyalty check among
their ranks.

“We do not see the
need for a loyalty check
for now. The whole PNP
is in full support of the
leadership and we are
supporting our Presi-
dent as the Command-
er-in-Chief,” he told a
press briefing on
Wednesday at Camp
Crame, Quezon City.

Banac said while
many police officers are
saddened by the recent
events, they continue to
fulfill their mandate.

On Tuesday, Presi-
dent Duterte said he will
await results of investi-
gations by the Senate
and Interior Secretary
Eduardo Afo before
deciding on whether or
not to fire Albayalde over
his alleged involvement
in the ninja cops issue.
(PNA)

Marikina River ASF-free: Teodoro

MANILA -- Marikina
City Mayor Marcelino
“Marcy” Teodoro on
Wednesday declared
the Marikina River as
free from the African
Swine Fever (ASF) vi-
rus.

“Based on the ASF
virus analysis of the
Laguna Lake Develop-
ment Authority, (the)
Marikina River tested
negative for ASF,” Te-
odoro told reporters.

The Laguna Lake
Development Author-
ity (LLDA) took water
samples from three
stations — the Circu-
lo Verde in Pasig; the
boundary of Jesus
dela Pefia and Sta.
Elena; and Bayabas
St. in Barangay Nang-
ka.

The clinical
laboratory report giv-
en to the local gov-
ernment of Marikina
was signed by LLDA
General Manager
Jaime Medina.

Last month, a total
of 65 pig carcasses
were retrieved from the
Marikina River. The car-
casses started to sur-
face on September 12,
despite the city having

no piggery or slaugh-
terhouse.

“Maybe because
we were able to
quickly retrieve the
carcasses of the pigs,
that's why the level of
contamination is not
so much. We were
able to remove 65 car-
casses from the river,”
the local chief execu-
tive said.

The Bureau of Fish-
eries and Aquatic Re-
sources (BFAR) told
Teodoro that the fish in
the city’s river are safe
to eat.

The BFAR report
showed that while pol-
lutants in the Marikina
River have increased,
they were still within the
regulatory limit of the
Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).

The BFAR tested
the samples for Sta-
phylococcus Aureus,
Ecoli, and Salmonella
bacteria.

“The pollutants in-
creased because the
biochemical oxygen
demand increased. But
the fact remains that
the fish tested for Ecoli
and Staphylococcus
Aureus, (was) below

the regulatory limit.
Meaning, it is safe to
consume and eat fish
from (the) Marikina Riv-
er,” Teodoro said.

“Salmonella ay ab-
sent sa water, wala siya.
lyong Staphylococcus
Aureus, kapag may-
roon, it causes gastro-
enteritis. Ang Salmonel-
la naman, typhoid ang
makukuha (Salmonella
is absent in the water.
Staphylococcus Aureus
causes gastroenteritis.
Salmonella, mean-
while, causes typhoid
fever),” he added.

On Tuesday, the
mayor met with some
300 fishermen of the
Marikina River to tell
them about the good
news -- the lifting of the
fish ban.

“| lifted the fish ban
based on the report
conducted by BFAR.
lyon ang naging basis
ko (That was my basis)
to lift the fishing ban.
Fishermen and resi-
dents are now allowed
to fish and swim in the
river,” the mayor said.

The probe, which
seeks to find where the
pig carcasses came
from, is still ongoing.

Teodoro assured
that people behind the
dumping of pig carcas-
ses in the Marikina Riv-
er would be held ac-
countable to the fullest
extent of the law.

Earlier, Teodoro
said the city has pro-
vided the Department
of Agriculture (DA) with
a “lead of information”
that could possibly point
to the source of the
dead pigs.

“(The city is) serious
in filing cases against
the culprit, whoever
would be found in vio-
lation of (the) clean wa-
ter act, and sanitation
law,” said Teodoro.

“Magpa-file kami ng
civil case para maka-
claim ng damages for
the man-hour, equip-
ment, manpower na na-
consume ng city sa
pagki-clear at paglilib-
ing ng mga baboy na
‘yan (We will file a civil
case so that we can
claim damages for the
man hour, equipment,
manpower the city con-
sumed for clearing and
burying the pig car-
casses),” he said.

He noted that the
culprits were civilly lia-

MANILA -- The
French-made diesel-
electric submersible,
the Scorpéne, is very
ideal for the Philippine
Navy's submarine re-
quirement, PN flag-of-
ficer-in-command, Vice
Admiral Robert Empe-
drad said Wednesday.

This is because the
proposal of the company
building the submarine
fits the requirement of the
PN due to its stealthy de-
sign, and good weapon
and sonar capabilities.

While these charac-
teristics are also found in
comparable submarines
like Russia's Kilo-class,
Empedrad said the Rus-
sian model is very large
and expensive for the PN
to acquire and operate.

"We are continuously
studying this and then
hopefully we finalized
what is our preference
and then the budget will
come out so we can bid
it," the PN chief empha-
sized in an interview with
reporters.

It is also possible
that the project will be
funded through govern-
ment-to-government
procurement, Empe-
drad stressed.

The Navy chief,
however, clarified that
the French-made sub-
mersible is not yet the
preferred platform even
if it fits the PN's require-

ments.

"Hindi ko sinabing
preferred pero sa ngayon
yung requirements
namin, 'yung proposal
nila (It does not mean that
we prefer it but for now, as
for our requirements, it)
fits the requirements of the
PN. But we continue to
request for proposals
from other company as
well. So merong proposal
ang (South) Korea, | think
may proposal 'yung Ger-
many (South Korea has a
proposal. | think Germa-
ny has a proposal too),"
Empedrad said.

He also added that
they are still processing
the requirements for
the project.

"Hopefully,
makapagbigay ang
Congress ng budget
para mabili na (the
Congress can provide
the budget so we can
buy immediately). | think
kung mabili namin
'yung (if we are able to
buy the) submarine, it
serves as a strategic,
psychological deter-
rence (against ene-
mies)," the PN chief
said.

Initially, Empedrad
said the PN is planning to
acquire two but pointed
out that ideal numbers for
these undersea vessels
are six in a fleet.

The  Scorpéne-
class submarines are

No Filipino hurt in
nitude quake in Chile

MANILA- No Filipi-
nos in Chile were re-
ported hurt, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) said on Wed-
nesday days after a

ble and criminally ac-
countable because “it
can be considered as
illegal dumping of pol-
lutant.”

Meanwhile, the DA
has deployed a team
from the Bureau of Ani-
mal Industry to Montal-
ban, Rizal to investigate
the improper dumping
of dead pigs retrieved
from the Marikina Riv-
er. (PNA)

magnitude 6.8 earth-
quake rocked the Latin
American state.

In a bulletin, the
agency said it contin-
ues to monitor the
earthquake's aftermath
that struck off the coast
of Chile on September
29 around 10:57 a.m.
(Chile time).

After the earth-
quake, representatives
of the Philippine em-
bassy in Santiago mon-
itored the situation on
the ground along with
leaders and coordina-
tors of Filipino commu-
nities to ensure the
safety and welfare of Fil-
ipinos in Chile.

a class of diesel-elec-
tric attack submarines
jointly developed by the
French Direction des
Constructions Navales
and the Spanish com-
pany Navantia, and now
by Naval Group. It fea-
tures diesel propulsion
and additional air-inde-
pendent propulsion.

The Scorpéne can
be armed with a variety
of torpedoes, missiles
and mines and it has
range of 6,500 nautical
miles and is capable of
speeds of 12 to 20
knots.

Earlier, Department
of National Defense
Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana said that should
the PN submarine ac-
quisition program push
through, it will be ac-
quired via government-
to-government pro-
curement.

"The submarine, if
we finally decide to buy
them, will be on a gov-
ernment-to-govern-
ment procurement and
under a loan so that we
do not need a large up-
front capital outlay," he
added.

The DND chief also
said they are looking at
proposals made by
Russia, South Korea,
Germany and France
for the PN submarine
acquisition program.
(PNA)

6.8 mag-

Ambassador to
Chile Ma. Teresita C.
Daza confirmed that no
Filipino was directly af-
fected by the earth-
quake.

"The embassy will
continue to monitor the
situation in the area
and is ready to provide
assistance as need-
ed," the DFA said.

While the tremor
was strong, no casual-
ties or impacts on ba-
sic services have been
reported.

According to the
DFA, there are an esti-
mated 860 Filipino mi-
grants in Chile to date.
(PNA)



