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MANILA -- Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte
on Tuesday night lam-
basted Iceland for le-
galizing abortion but
expressed concern in
ensuring the human
rights of drug syndi-
cates.

Duterte said he
hoped that Iceland,
which recently spon-
sored a resolution at
the United Nation Hu-
man Rights Council
(UNHRC) to look into
the government’s anti-
illegal drug campaign
would “freeze in time”.

“Iceland allows the
slaughter of the fetus
inside the womb of the
mother up to six
months. P***** i** nila.
They worry more of the
drug lords at itong mga
(and these) who are
pushing drugs, killing
our citizens, and creat-
ing a social dysfunction
in almost all tinamaan
(being affected),” Du-
terte said, during the
31st anniversary celeb-
ration of the Com-
prehensive Agrarian
Reform Program (CA-

Duterte slams Iceland
for abortion policy

RP) at the Department
of Agrarian Reform
(DAR) main office in
Quezon City.

“Tapos tinuturuan
ako kung ano ang
gawin ko (And then you
teach me what to do). I
am sorry for you. That’s
why you are con-
demned there in the ice
forever. I hope you will
freeze in time,” he said.

Duterte said that al-
though he supported
several family-plan-
ning methods, inclu-
ding contraception after
seeing how poor Filipi-
nos have suffered, he
will not allow an abor-
tion policy in the coun-
try.

“Of course, abor-
tion is out of the ques-
tion. I will not allow it.
Just like itong (this) Ice-
land who initiated that
signature campaign to
condemn us sa (when
it comes to) extrajudi-
cial killing,” Duterte
said.

Duterte described
Iceland’s policy of al-
lowing abortion as
“shameless”.

“You allow an inno-
cent human being al-
ready thriving and living
inside the mother’s
body. Pagkawalang
hiya itong mga puti tal-
aga (These white peo-
ple are shameless),”
he added.

Iceland currently al-
lows for an abortion
until the end of the 22nd
week of pregnancy.

Duterte also poin-
ted out how Iceland
failed to see how sev-
eral civilians get killed
every day because of
the illegal drug trade.

“Hindi nila naintin-
dihan, ‘yung mga g*****
‘yan. Kaya itong mga
Iceland, palibhasa ice
ang kain, wala namang
tubig ‘yan eh. Bobo ang
mga p***** i** niya
(They don’t understand.
That’s why the people
from Iceland, since they
eat ice, that’s not water.
They’re stupid),” Duterte
said.

Iceland's resolution
prompted Duterte to
“seriously consider"
cutting ties with the Nor-
dic country. (PNA)

MANILA -- In line
with President Rodrigo
Duterte’s directive,
Taguig has reclaimed
90 percent of its public
roads being used for
private purposes,
Taguig City Mayor Lino
Cayetano said on
Wednesday.

Cayetano said the
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t
comes halfway into the
60-day deadline im-
posed by the Depart-
ment of the Interior and
Local Government
(DILG) for all roads in
every local government
unit to be cleared of
obstructions.

The DILG imposed
the deadline after Du-
terte, in his fourth state of
the nation address last
July 22, asked all the lo-
cal government units
(LGUs) to reclaim all
public roads to lessen
traffic congestion.

“In Taguig, we have
made sure that all
roads are being used,
accessed and fully uti-
lized by the public,”
Cayetano said.

Though Taguig City
government has al-
ready been conducting
clearing operations
since 2010, Cayetano
said Duterte’s directive
has inspired the city
council to pass an ex-

Taguig reclaims 90% of public
roads used for private purposes

ROAD CLEARING. Taguig City personnel in one of their road clearing
operations in line with President Rodrigo Duterte’s directive to local govern-
ment units to reclaim public roads. Taguig City Mayor Lino Cayetano said
the city is now 90 percent compliant.  (Photo courtesy of Taguig PIO)

ecutive order focusing
on a long-term solution
to improve mobility in
the city.

"We just intensified
our clearing operations
and we are continuing to
work with the community
so we can move to the
next phase of our mobil-
ity operation," Cayetano
said.

He said there is a
need to improve policy,
transform the culture of
the people and build in-
frastructure to sustain
the cleared roads.

The city has an ex-
isting Vehicle Pedes-
trian and Mobility Plan

which has been im-
proved to include Cay-
etano's 10-point agen-
da that emphasizes the
need for a safe city.

Apart from the daily
clearing operations,
Taguig city government
has opened Mabuhay
Lanes, came up with a
plan to open selected
villages to vehicles dur-
ing rush hours, and
studying designated
PUV loading and un-
loading stops, among
others.

Cayetano said the
city will keep on hold-
ing seminars on traffic
rules and regulations

and driving etiquette,
information drives on
the pedestrian lane,
and intensified the
presence of enforcers.

He said the instal-
lation of traffic lights
and the integration of
parking spaces in the
construction of build-
ings will continue to
ensure the smooth flow
of traffic in the city.

"The goal is for res-
idents and visitors to go
to their destinations in
Taguig faster and safer,
not just for a specific
short period of time, but for
a long time," Cayetano
said. (PR)

219 ex-MILF combatants finish mil-
itary training as peacekeepers

CAMP LUCERO,
North Cotabato – Two-
hundred nineteen former
combatants of the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF) completed their 26-
day basic military training
(BMT) here Tuesday (Aug.
27) to serve as peace-
keepers.

The training is a re-
quirement for the former
combatants to become part
of the composite Joint
Peace and Security Team
(JPST). The graduates will
now form the 6,000-
strong JPST contingent
that will be composed of
3,000 MILF, 1,600 Philippine
National Police (PNP), and
1,400 Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP) mem-
bers.

The 6,000-member
JPST will be divided into
several teams whose main
task is to maintain peace
and security in the MILF
communities that will un-
dergo the normalization
process within and out-
side the Bangsamoro Au-
tonomous Region in Mus-
lim Mindanao (BARMM).

The Normalization Track
is part of the implementation
of the Comprehensive
Agreement on the Bangsam-
oro which the government
and the MILF signed in 2014.

At the heart of the Nor-
malization Track is the de-
commissioning of 40,000
MILF combatants wherein
their weapons will be put
beyond use. The MILF
camps will also be trans-
formed into peaceful, pro-
gressive, and resilient
communities.

The entire process is
expected to be completed
within a three-year period,
starting this year until 2022
in time for the signing of
the Exit Agreement be-
tween the government
and the MILF.

On September 7, Presi-
dent Rodrigo Roa Duterte is
expected to lead the public
launching of the decommis-
sioning process of the MILF
combatants and their weap-
ons.

Historic event
Speaking on behalf of the

BARMM Interim Chief Minis-
ter Ahod Ebrahim, Al-Hajj Mu-

rad, Minister of Finance, and
Budget and Management
Eduard Guerra described the
graduation ceremony as a
historic event for the Bang-
samoro peace process.

“You are now part of his-
tory as you will be the first
batch of JPST to be deployed
where you will be joining your
comrades from the PNP and
contingents from the Army,”
Guerra said.

“I am really impressed.
This is beyond my expecta-
tions. You really persevered
in your training. You keep that
perseverance and patience
in your hearts and minds,” he
added.

Joint efforts as one
security force

Though the partici-
pants belong to different
organizations -- MILF, AFP,
and PNP -- being members
of the JPST has united
them as one peacekeep-
ing force.

“Wala na tayong pi-
nagkaiba, iisa na tayo
ngayon…Napakahalaga
ng inyong gagawing
tungkulin sa decommis-
sioning process na mag-

papatuloy hanggang 2022
(We are now one. Your
important role in decom-
missioning process which
will continue until 2022),”
said Maj. Gen. Diosdado C.
Carreon, commander of
the 6th Infantry Division
based in Maguindanao
province.

Lt. Gen Cirilito E. Sobe-
jana, commander of the
Western Mindanao Com-
mand, emphasized the
crucial role of the gradu-
ates in the peace process.

“You are now the new
Ambassadors of Peace
for successfully hurdling
this milestone in your life.
Your role will be as impor-
tant as the role of every
member of the security
forces,” Sobejana said.

“You will help us fight
against terrorism and illegal
drugs so that peace will be
restored in the Bangsamoro
communities… I am confident
enough that with our conver-

gence, nothing is impossible,”
he added.

Police Brig. Gen. Mar-
ni C. Marcos Jr., who rep-
resented the Police Re-
gional Office of BARMM,
said he considers the
former MILF combatants
as comrades.

“The product of our
strength, sympathy, and col-
lective efforts is now about
to be realized. The stability in
the Bangsamoro cannot be
achieved by force…we are
happy to work with our
brothers from the BIAF
(Bangsamoro Islamic Armed
Forces) together with our
military counterparts,” Mar-
cos said.

“We acknowledge the
efforts of our President in
putting eternal end to
armed conflict in Bangsam-
oro communities…let us
continue our commitments,
strengthen our initiatives
and the paradigm in wag-
ing peace in the BARMM,”

he concluded.
Functions of JPST
Two hundred JPSTs

will be created and de-
ployed throughout Mindan-
ao. Each team is com-
posed of 15 MILF mem-
bers, eight policemen, and
seven soldiers.

The JPST will be un-
der the oversight of the
Joint Peace and Security
Committee (JPSC), which
is composed of six offi-
cials -- one representative
each from the AFP, PNP,
and Government Imple-
menting Panel, and three
coming from the MILF lead-
ership.

Aside from securing
MILF communities that will
undergo the decommission
process, JPSTs will also
help track and document
private armed groups and
other lawless elements,
as well as “reduce and
control” the proliferation of
undocumented firearms in

the concerned areas.
Moreover, the JPST

are expected to help en-
force the existing cease-
fire agreement between
the government and MILF,
and prevent the outbreak
of hostilities.

MILF-BIAF ready for
Normalization Process

During the graduation
ceremony, the former MILF
combatants reunited with their
families after their almost
month-long training. The grad-
uates were also provided
with financial and food as-
sistance.

“Masaya kaming lahat
pati yung mga kasama ko
na natapos na ang train-
ing namin pero hindi pa
dito nagtatapos ang lahat.
Dapat ay pagbutihan namin
ang aming trabaho hindi
lang pag-secure ng Bang-
samoro kundi sa ikakabuti
ng mamamayan dito sa
Mindanao (We are all hap-
py, including my com


